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Chairman's Piece John Huggins
I expect that you, like me, are looking forward to Spring, as this winter does seem to have
dragged on with a succession of dull and wet days after Christmas. However, winter has had
some brighter moments with over 400 people attending our Guy Fawkes’ fireworks and some
60 attending the recent talk on the ascent of Everest by one of our members.
We have much to look forward to in 2014 as it is our 40th anniversary year with an exciting
programme of events in store, which you will find listed together with the many other village
events in this edition. Also, don’t forget to use our website if you need more detail as to
forthcoming events – www.upweysociety.org.uk. Copy date for the next newsletter is 15 May
and contributions should be sent to newsupwey@yahoo.co.uk.
Membership has steadily increased during the last year to around 250 households, probably
representing some 500/600 people or more. I would like to think that we might reach the 300
member mark in our anniversary year so if you have neighbours who are not members, why
not sign them up and get them to drop the form and £3 (what a bargain!) into the Broadwey
Village Stores.
We propose to mark the “Ruby” anniversary at our AGM on 13th March followed by “bubbles
and nibbles” for members after the event. You will also find an article about the first AGM in
this issue, as we still have some members who attended the inaugural meeting in March
1974!
We kick off at 7.30 pm sharp and you will find an agenda and last year’s minutes elsewhere in
this edition. Do please try and attend as it is an opportunity for you to have your say about
what you feel the society is doing well and what we might be able to do better. Also, your
committee are always interested to hear of other events that you might like to see in the
programme.
I hope to see you there and at many of our other events!

The Chairman (L) and
Secretary George White (R)
get stuck into some serious
discussion about the AGM.
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Talking Point
Jackie Johnson writes
If anyone has any photos from the very early days of the Upwey Society, and of committee
members from that time, please contact me. I am putting a display together for the AGM
evening and promise to look after your photos and to return them. Contact details back page
of newsletter.
Sue Virgin writes
The 100th anniversary of the start of the First World War in August reminds us of those brave
souls from the parishes of Upwey and Broadwey who gave their lives, in that War and World
War Two. As part of the Village History Collection we would like to bring the names to life by
including information about the men, where they lived, what they did before joining up and
their families  perhaps a photo  but we need your help. Are you related to someone who
gave their life and had Upwey or Broadwey connections? Send your info to Sue Virgin
preferably by email at sue.virgin@gmail.com or call 01305 267759. We'll have a special
display area at the Village History Exhibition in March to share the info we've collected.
Helen Goodman writes
We are hoping to expand the number of gardens that open to the public over the weekend of
July 12th/13th this year. All shapes, sizes and states are welcome. The public who come to
see us are ordinary gardeners who are not looking for a stately home finish; they want to talk
to other gardeners who face the same problems as themselves. If you would like to open
your garden, swap ideas and gardening tips please get in touch:
helengoodman@btopenworld.com or ring 815935. I look forward to hearing from you.
Evelyn Price writes with reference to the ECHO "Your News" column
In 1995, the Dorset Echo introduced a page for community news and invited each
neighbourhood to find a correspondent to write up the doings in their area. Presumably
because I had been producing the Upwey Society Newsletter for some time, I was inveigled
into finding printable Upwey and Broadwey news. I did this for several years, then handing it
over to John Burgess who certainly kept his ear nicely to the ground. When his wife, Angela,
fell ill and died in 2006, I offered to take it back, until he felt like doing the column again. Alas,
he didn't, so I have kept it going.
Now I feel that the time has come for new and modern blood to broadcast Upwey's interesting
life. I've got lots of contacts and will happily share them. There's no pay, but it is a very
pleasing thing to do and, amazingly, people do read the columns on Mondays uploaded to the
net, they tell me! It's a good advertising medium for Upwey and Broadwey events.
Please note the job of correspondent is not an Upwey Society appointment and you are
absolutely free to report on anything local. Please contact me on 812282 or email
eveprice.upwey@yahoo.com.
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and more Talking Point!
Glenda Llewellyn writes
Like "Strictly Come Dancing"? Then dig out your dancing shoes and come along to the
Upwey & Broadwey Memorial Hall on Tuesday evenings, 8pm and learn the Argentine Tango.
Keith and Rachel are Buenos Aires trained teachers and would love to welcome new dancers
to this group. The cost is £8.00 per person for two hours of fun and expert tuition – you’ll be
amazed at what you’ll learn.” Come along if you're interested!
Jo Ninham writes
Two Upwey girls Vittoria Dagostino and Ellie Ninham are preparing to ‘tread the boards’ in
WOW’s upcoming show ‘Grease’. Vittoria has performed in several shows with the company
already, but this will be Ellie’s first musical with them, having performed in their compilation
show just before Christmas. The girls spend three evenings a week in singing and dancing
rehearsals for the show and in between are busy practising the words until not only they, but
their families know them off by heart! They are lucky to have a fantastic choreographer,
musical and artistic director behind the cast, giving a wonderful opportunity to produce an
amazing show for the community. Grease will be staged at Weymouth Pavilion April
9th,10th, 11th and 12th. WOW is Weymouth Operatic Workshop  a group for young
performers in musical theatre aged 1018 years.
Evelyn Price writes
Most of us love dogs  amongst the best exercise machines you can find and the greatest of
loyal and uncomplaining companions. BUT..... they do leave too much of themselves behind
them! Happily, most owners and dogwalkers do pick up after their animals (though you
wouldn't think so from the number of notices pinned to gates and fences on the footpath
behind Elwell Street) but, sadly, some just don't! It is so unpleasant to find oneself with a
shoeful of poo. The Council Dog Warden, who is around from time to time and can be
contacted on 838432, is extremely helpful and has lots of ways in which you can at least keep
other people's hounds at bay on your bit of pavement or garden.
Laurence Eastwood writes
Would anybody be interested in helping me run a day workshop for children? I would teach
them pottery basics. Perhaps somebody else would like to teach them painting or felting or
another craft? Please contact me on 0779 2532631 or laurenceeastwood@hotmail.co.uk.
If you are a parent who might be interested in bringing your child, please also contact me.
Phil Anderson wrrites
I hope to see as many of you as possible at the next fantastic Upwey Beer Festival at the
Royal Standard over the Spring Bank Holiday 25 May!

Please email us at newsupwey@yahoo.co.uk to contribute articles of
local interest. Copy date 15 May for Summer issue.
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Membership News
Jan Dunne
Happy New Year to you and, for quite a few  Happy New Membership! Our
Christmas Leaflet drop resulted in a number of people joining the Upwey
Society and I hope they enjoy both the Newsletter and the social events we
have planned throughout the year.
Membership numbers are rising, but it would be great to sign up even more
people in our anniversary year. So if you have new neighbours or know of
anybody who might like to join, why not ask them to sign the form on the back of the
newsletter and drop it off at the Broadwey Village Stores?

Welcome to New Members!

Mr & Mrs Mead, Dorchester Road
Susan Pykett, Dorchester Road
Pam & Hannah Gibson, Beech Road
Michael Beament & Liz Husker, Nottington
Janette Wootton, Abbeydale, Gloucester

BROADWEY
VILLAGE STORES
NEW! Parking Outside
608 Dorchester Road
Weymouth DT3 5LH
Tel: 01305 812417
Shop Hours:
6.30am6.30pm
Monday to Friday
6.30am5.30pm Saturday
LOTS OF NEW PRODUCTS
locally sourced
and competitively priced.
www.broadweyvillagestores.co.uk
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Elwyn Walker, Dorchester Road
Liz Eaton, Church Street
Chris Emblen, Elwell Street
Tracey Studley, Elwell Street

Cackleberry
Storage
Watery Lane, Upwey

Clean, dry and secure
selfstorage units.
Suitable for furniture,
sports equipment,
documents/files etc
To find out more, call
01305 816785

Felting at Upwey
Di Pattinson

The South Dorset Ridgeway Land Felt Project is
part of Artsreach. It is a community project
which incorporates Age Concern (Dorchester),
Winterbourne Abbas School, Weldmar Hospice
(plant colouring only), a Martinstown group and
my Upwey group which I tutor and lead.
All the fleeces we are using have come from
sheep grazing on or near the Ridgeway: Dorset
Horn, Dorset Down and Jacob. The Dorset
Hardy and the Hare
fleeces are cream and we dyed the majority with
leaves, flowers, twigs and seeds collected from the Ridgeway. The Jacob fleeces are shades
of browns and greys. All the fleeces were washed before dyeing. The Upwey group began last
October with two days of natural dyeing with Annabel Wilson. The colours achieved resembled
a rainbow! The fleeces were then carded to align the fibres, getting rid of any knots. Fleeces
prepared, we were ready to create! Our source of inspiration had to be the Ridgeway and
when we researched this there was a wealth of ideas to work on. The area is rich in geology,
history, scenery, flora, fauna, stories, lines, ridges, textures, shapes and colours. We started in
November and I taught my group of 14 (mostly beginners) the ancient technique of wet felting
which dates back to the 6th century BC. After much discussion, we decided that our first
project would be to each create a felt page for an Upwey Group Book. To add texture and
detail to the pages, I also taught prefelting and needle felting techniques. The pages are now
almost ready to assemble and we will probably have two books.
It amazes me how we all started with fleece and yet
have created such diverse pages. Alongside the book
we are making a felt windswept tree; there are many of
those along the Ridgeway! On the tree we will hang
small felted pieces, again pertaining to the Ridgeway
and labels with thoughts, wishes, names etc. Many of
my group are also making pieces which range from
wallhangings to a 3D rook pie (that story can be found
on landfelt.blogspot.co.uk). We have two more felting
workshops at the village hall and then the work from all
Bincombe Church
the groups will be displayed in three exhibitions. The
first is in the Old School Hall, 15th and 16th March 10am  4pm. Come along and see the
wonderful creations made by all the groups. For more information  landfelt.blogspot.co.uk.
My next Feltmaking Workshop will be in the Old School Hall 22nd and 23rd March. 10am 
4pm. Beginners welcome. For more information contact Di Pattinson 813539 or email
di@feltandtextileart.co.uk.
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When Harry was Seven
Sam Foot

Harry and sister Molly with Tinker, the day after the calf was born

Harry was seven last
November. We asked him
what he would like to do
and he said he would like
to have a calffeeding
party with his friends! Not
the normal answer from a
nearly seven year old, but
being the potential fifth
generation Foot to farm in
and around Upwey, it is
perhaps not surprising to
have a love for animals
and the land in his blood.

We duly invited the friends
he wanted and they arrived on a glorious autumn day dressed for the farm. This was
the first dropoff party we had done, so the parents (except one Dad who is a farmer),
left and the children climbed into the lambing trailer and sat on some bales of straw.
We had our John Deer Gator, that you may see Michael our Shepherd buzzing around
the village on during his daily rounds, hitched onto the trailer, and off we went up over
the steep Batch Hill to Bayard Dairy where we passed one of Harry's Aberdeen Angus
bulls, the threeyear old Gruffalo's Child. We then continued to the top of the
Ridgeway, where we saw his best bull, Gruffalo, also three years old, with a group of
hopefully pregnant heifers enjoying the autumn grass.
Our next stop was our calf unit at Heath Farm where we rear all our baby calves from
the dairy units. They are grouped in pens of five and fed milk from a milk bar. The
children helped mix and then pour in the milk and were fascinated watching each calf's
two litres disappear as the calves sucked the teats of the feeder. Harry then pointed
out the breeds of the calves to his friends. "This is a Holstein heifer, the black one is an
Angus, the one with the white face is a Hereford, that one is a British Blue and the one
in the far pen is a Wagyu." The Wagyu is a breed from Japan and is supposedly the
best beef in the world.
As you can imagine Harry's friends weren't in the slightest bit interested in what he was
saying but Nick, the farmer Dad, was so Harry did have one in his audience! Harry
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has a busy mind and is fascinated by breeds and sexes of animals. If he's with me on
the farm, he'll be in pens with the newborn calves lifting their tails to see if they are
heifer or bull calves and will report his findings to me.
We then fed some orphan lambs which the children cuddled and stroked, after which
we drove to the swede field and had a 'who can find the biggest swede' competition
(better than a party bag!) then back to Church Street for birthday tea.
Harry is a member of the Aberdeen Angus Cattle Society and has an adult cow called
Greedy who had her first calf last April called Gissy, the day after his youngest sister
Issy's second birthday. Greedy is pregnant again and due in April so his herd should
continue to grow in size. He also has two red Angus heifers that were a year old last
October and go by the names Apple and Tinker. They, along with Gissy, will be bred in
the late spring to calve in early spring 2015 with a bit of luck. We have the semen
purchased, carefully selected by Harry with some guidance, waiting patiently in our
flask of liquid nitrogen, ready for that moment!
Harry, and his other sister Molly, proudly took Apple and Tinker to Dorchester Show
last September which they very much enjoyed, although despite endless training prior
to the show, the calves' behaviour wasn't quite perfect on their big day. The noises
and smells were rather different at the show from those they are used to in their quiet
Upwey surroundings.
Harry loves helping on the farm. Whether it's moving cattle or sheep from one field to
another, collecting eggs from the chickens at home, helping out at lambing time, riding
in a tractor at silage making, riding his pony through the village, feeding cattle,
scraping poo, he just loves it and has incredible enthusiasm for it all, which makes for
great fun and conversations. We do talk about other things too!!!

Gissy at ten days old, April 2013
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The 40th Anniversary AGM John Huggins
We look forward to welcoming all members to this milestone meeting in the history of the
Society. We will keep the business of the meeting as focused and short as possible so that
you will have plenty of time to socialise and enjoy our little celebration after the meeting –
“Bubbles and Nibbles” – for the 40th.
You will see from the agenda that the meeting elects Officers and members of the committee.
If any member would like to propose someone for committee membership, please would you
first ensure that that person is willing to stand, find a seconder and submit the proposal in
writing to our Secretary at 48 Elwell Street not later than Friday 7th March.
It would also be helpful if you could let the secretary know in advance of any matters that you
would like to raise at the meeting. Finally, we can welcome new members on the night but
you will need to sign up before the meeting if you wish to vote or have a say!
A copy of the agenda and of last year’s minutes are in the centre of this newsletter so please
bring them to the meeting.

The 1st Upwey Society AGM Evelyn Price
"Despite the threats of no heating, no lighting and perhaps no paper for voting...." began the
report in the first Newsletter of the first Annual General Meeting of the Upwey Society on 20th
February 1974 at the Memorial Hall. For those whose memories are a little hazy, or perhaps
you weren't born, that was the time of the Miners' Strike which lasted from 1st January to 7th
March. They managed!
Anyway, the meeting got under way and followed the course of most AGMs. The proposed
Constitution and Rules were presented and discussed  nothing notable came out of the
discussion. Subs of 50p per household (10p for pensioner households) were agreed  it was
thought that this would just about cover essential expenses. Only 50 households had joined
then, enough to make the Society viable, but disappointingly representing less than 10% of
Upwey households (one wonders what proportion of Upwey residents are members of our
Society now?)
Major Flint of Hurstfield, in Church Street (was that house renamed Brookwood, later
demolished and rebuilt as it is today?) became chairman, Ted Kestin, secretary, and Tony
Jarvis, Didda's husband, treasurer. A further 12, of whom Betty Childs, Phil Cooke and
Charles Foot are still around, comprised the rest of the committee.
Proposals for the establishment of a Conservation Area raised a great deal of interest and
came up for detailed committee discussion with Donald Beaton as chairman. Ideas for social
events were aired, amongst them a Midsummer Barbecue and Bonfire Night celebrations 
it's nice to know that these favourites were there right from the beginning.
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Upwey & Broadwey Village History Weekend
8 and 9 March 2014 Sue Virgin
Upwey & Broadwey history
will once again be on show
at an exhibition at the
Memorial Hall in Victoria
Avenue.
The villages have seen
many changes over the
years, from being two
Ridgeway Bridge
separate villages with their
own shops, businesses and communities to the largely urban area of today.
The exhibition weekend sets out to remind visitors of the days when the villages were
almost self sufficient, with bakers, grocery stores, schools, social groups and sports
teams.
Organiser Sue Virgin says: ‘The enthusiastic response to previous history events and
the generosity of so many people, in sharing their photos, memories and information,
has made this a joy to put together. The exhibition has a wide variety of displays 
there’ll be something for everyone. Come along and enjoy a trip down memory lane
or find out about life in the villages in days gone by.’
The exhibition is at the Upwey & Broadwey Memorial Hall, Victoria Avenue, Upwey, on
Saturday 8 and Sunday 9 March from 10am to 4pm. Admission is free and
refreshments are available.
Contact: Sue Virgin 01305 267759 or sue.virgin@gmail.com
www.upweybroadweyhistory.co.uk

Upwey Nativity 1963. Are you or is
anyone you know in this picture?
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The Baking Birds Go To London
Lizzie Crow
Well – you can imagine our response
when a letter dropped on our doormat on
House of Commons headed notepaper …
it’s a spoof. But it wasn’t. We really had
been invited to Dorset Day, at The Houses
of Parliament, by Annette Brooke the MP
for Mid Dorset and North Poole.
The Baking Birds had been asked, as one
of 15 local food businesses, to show off
the amazing produce (and producers) that
Dorset has to offer. 12 November 2013
Rushing to get ready in 30 minutes
was the date designated as ‘Dorset Day’.
We were really proud to be asked to represent Dorset as ‘the bakers’.
As you will probably know, there’s a bit of red tape to get through in order to actually get into
the place. It involved EVERYTHING that needs to be there (except us) going up to Acton the
day before, in order to be security scanned and repacked into another lorry for onward travel
to the Houses of Parliament. I think it is fair to say that even the organisers, Dorset Food &
Drink, were slightly taken aback by our travelling circus style approach to setting up stall and
the quantity of ‘stuff’ that we had to take (including grub).
The following day at ‘stupid o’ clock’, we piled on to a minibus off to London. Five (yes really)
hours later we arrived and got ourselves through security – feeling terribly important being led
to the head of the queue – and we were in. Setting up a stall such as ours in 30 minutes is a
challenge and we were so late getting in that, that was all the time we had. We rather proudly
set out Sausage Rolls (with and without black pud), Olives Gougeres filled with basil cream,
Walnut, Apricot & Rosemary Soda Bread, Sweet Cider Apple Cake, Sticky Date Cake, Orange
Almond and Cranberry Croissants and more … donned our pinnies & awaited the arrival of
the MPs, their Researchers, Lords, Ladies … and they, along with their appetites, arrived in
great numbers.
We chatted about glorious Dorset and the produce we use – local cheeses, meats, booze,
flour, fruit and veggies, the life of a baker and running a small business. We had just hit our
stride when the police came in wielding big guns and ushered us out … bomb scare … just
our luck. We took the opportunity to take a trip into the House of Lords and watch the
proceedings – about 45 minutes later and back we went and took up our positions once more
to feed the masses.
The day ended and we discovered that the coach taking us back wasn’t allowed IN for us to
load up our goods and chattels for the trip home. We attracted some curious looks as a
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ragbag carnival of people carrying various boards, baskets, slates, ladders, bunting, boxes
and so on, strode along the streets to the waiting coach. Finally packed up and on the return
trip, gratefully eating (and drinking) leftovers – it was a grand day out.
Katharine Wright of Dorset Food & Drink said “We had an amazing day at the Houses of
Parliament; there was a great turn out from MPs and other staff. I felt so proud to show off
some of the tastes of Dorset. We are really lucky to have a huge variety of amazing food and
drink products and producers in Dorset – as diverse and distinctive as the outstanding
landscape – delicious dairy products, meats, bakery goods, confectionery, wines, beers, and
much much more – not to mention seafood from Dorset’s amazing coast!”
Oh …. and when we’re not hobnobbing at the Houses of Parliament, you can find us at
Windsbatch Bakery, Friar Wadden Road, Upwey: Tuesday– Saturday 9.30–1.30 pm
www.HomemadeByLB.co.uk

Knackered but ready for the hordes...
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Honeycomb Recipe
The Baking Birds

We had lots of chat about how to make honeycomb at Camp Bestival and promised to post
the recipe we use on our website. We've basically used a James Martin recipe and edited it in
a minor way... This honeycomb really does taste of honey and is both simple and fun to make
.... try it .... and let us know how you get on!!
Ingredients
350g caster sugar
1 great big tbsp liquid glucose (you can get this from the
supermarket but it is cheaper from the chemist)
100ml runny honey
100ml water
1 large tsp bicarbonate of soda
Stuff you need
You DO need a sugar thermometer for this! When the syrup is up to temperature it is bloomin'
hot. Keep kids and animals out of the way and be careful!
A large roasting tray lined with baking parchment will give you a deeper honeycomb or a
baking tray for a flatter version (also lined with parchment).
How to do it
Bung the sugar, honey, glucose and water into a sturdy heavy sauce pan.
Pop in the thermometer and bring to the boil.
Keep bubbling until the syrup reaches 160C and take off the heat.
Work quickly now (as Bekki would say "faster, faster") and add the bicarbonate of soda and
stir in. Make sure you stir it thoroughly, otherwise you may have pockets of bicarbonate of
soda which don't taste so great!
Quickly pour the mixture into the prepared tin and watch it bubble. Leave to cool.
When it's cold you can cut it with a knife or our prefered technique is to break it into pieces by
bashing it with something relatively heavy (knife handle)!
It can be eaten as soon as you like!
We have found that it is best stored in an airtight container  it does get very sticky if left out
too long!
Enjoy!
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Oh come all ye Faithful
Evelyn Price

All, or at least lots of, ye faithful came in the bleak (soggy)
midwinter to share in the very traditional candlelight Carol
Service at St. Laurence's just before Christmas.

Artist: Steve Guild

It's a great community event when so many of us appreciate
our ancient parish church which sits so comfortably under the
hill near the spring which feeds the River Wey. We heard
again the Old Story, told as it has been for centuries, and
sang the carols most of us have known from early childhood.
The music soared  we are so lucky to have David and Sue
BrucePayne to make the organ sing and to lead the choir 
and everyone joined in.

And the bells rang out to welcome us! They may have been dingdonging in Heaven, they
certainly made a cheerful sound on our patch of Earth as they do every Sunday morning and
again on Wednesday evnings when our campanologists practise ringing. If you are interested
in learning this traditional English art, contact the Captain of the Tower, Andrea Jacob on
815850.
St. Laurence Church is open every day, it's worth a visit and welcomes us all  Services are at
10.30 on Sunday mornings and 10.00am on Tuesdays.

Chaste Maids in Church
Zoe Evans

I am thrilled that St. Laurence's is to be the venue for a concert by the small singing group of
which I am a member! The Chaste Maids are an eightstrong group of friends who love to
sing. Formerly known as 'Mamma Mia', the core members met nearly five years ago
attending singing sessions for new mothers and babies run by Johanna Wolff in Dorchester.
We now hold regular rehearsals at each others' homes and continue to expand our repertoire
of (mainly) British folk songs of all eras under Johanna's expert leadership.
This will be our third annual concert, following on from a
sellout event at the Brownsword Hall in Poundbury last
year. We will perform a short set of madrigals and folk
songs old and new  some a cappella, others
accompanied by string quartet. The concert takes
place at 4.00pm on Saturday 8th March 2014. Entry is
free but donations are warmly encouraged! Guests will
be offered a complimentary glass of wine and
appetisers. We hope to see you there!
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Bellringing at St Laurence
Ken Gale

Those who attend church at St Laurence, or live in
the area and have learnt to enjoy (or hate!) the
traditional sound of bells across the meadows, may
like to know a little more about our local church’s
bells and our bellringers.

Betty, Megan, Andrea, Phil Board, John,
Hannah (back), Pam, Zack, Jane (front)

I have been a member of the local band of
bellringers now for some 18 years, and at the
moment we have around a dozen regular ringers.
Our youngest member Megan started ringing when
she was eleven, and one of our regular visitors
Stella recently celebrated her 90th birthday, so it’s a
pastime for all ages.

Andrea is our Tower Captain, and looks after the general administration as well as teaching us
new methods, encouraging us all in our progress as bellringers and being a fount of knowledge
on all things campanological. We meet for practice on Wednesday evenings  followed by a
visit to the Old Ship Inn  and ring for services, weddings and notable events such as the
Jubilee.
One particular enjoyable part of bellringing is its informality: we are regularly visited by
bellringers from other churches in the area and by ringers who are on holiday in Dorset, and
they are welcome to join in with us; similarly we can drop in on practice or service ringing at
other churches without notice. We have day tours of ringing at local churches, usually with a
pub meal at lunch time and cream tea afterwards. The really keen ringers also take part in
ringing competitions.
The type of ringing we are all familiar with, known as “change ringing”, is in fact unique to
British churches and a few scattered areas which have had British influence. The bells are
hung in such a way that they can be swung in a full circle, and despite being tuned differently
and having a large range of weights, all the bells in one tower take roughly the same time to
swing, from balanced mouthup to balanced mouthup. They can then be rung in sequence,
controlled by the ringers, the basic familiar repeated descending partscale being known as
“rounds”.
As skills develop, a band can progress to “call changes” where a conductor calls a change in
the sequence, which is then rung until a new change of sequence is called. More advanced
ringers can then progress to “method” ringing, where we all learn patterns of changes known as
methods, each method usually named after a saint or a cathedral city. We all then ring the
same pattern of changes, starting at different points in the method, so that the effect is of a
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continually changing tune with no repeated notes and
– hopefully – no two bells ringing at the same time.
When we ring a “peal”, we mean ringing one or more
methods with no repeated sequences before going
back to “rounds”. A quarterpeal, usually just known as
a “quarter”, takes 1,260 changes and on our bells
about 45 minutes; a full peal takes 5,040 changes.
Treble and Second
St Laurence has six bells, ranging from just over 2 cwt
(the treble bell) to over 9 cwt (the tenor). The original four lowestpitch bells have inscriptions
from 1617; the two highest (shown here) were presented to the church in the early 1900s by
members of the Sprague family, descendants of former Upwey residents who emigrated in
1628 to the USA. The bells are hung on the top level of the tower and controlled by ropes
from the ground floor.

Anyone who fancies trying their hand, or would just like to see how it’s done, is welcome to
drop in at a practice. If you take it up seriously it’s a very cheap hobby; annual full
membership of the SDGR (Salisbury Diocesan Guild of Ringers), our controlling body, is
£6.50. A lot cheaper than golf!
And for more bellringing photos from the fifties... have a look at
www.upweybroadweyhistory.co.uk/churchstlaurence.html
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Lizzie & Bekki the baking birds
Windsbatch Bakery, Friar Waddon Road DT3 4EW
We are open Tuesdays to Saturdays 9.30am–1.30pm with
fresh bread & croissants, pasties, sausage rolls, cakes &
pastries. We use local produce to make seasonal goodies.
Fridays and Saturdays typically see our speciality breads and
pastries. We are very happy to take orders, so if you want to
reserve something please let us know. We look forward to
seeing you.
www.homemadebylb.co.uk
01305 816378 / 07748 888833 / 07876 541589

THE OLD
MANOR HOUSE
Bed and Breakfast
Mill Street, Broadwey
Dorset DT3 5DN
Tels:
01305 816652 0778 993 8555
Emails: manorhouseweymouth@gmail.com
info@theoldmanorhouse.co
Website: www.theoldmanorhouse.com
From £38 for single ensuite, from £68 for double ensuite and family
room from £125. For a wedding or other "do" we can accommodate up
to 12 people for a block booking at a very reasonable rate.
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A Life in Stone

Zoë Cull

Alex Evans and I have lived in Upwey since 2001 and
work together as designer craftsmen under the name
Stoneform from our workshop near Bockhampton. We
met as students of the renowned Architectural
Masonry and Carving course at Weymouth College.
For two years we were the lucky tenants of Wishing
Well Cottage opposite the church and thought we had
arrived in Paradise! During this time Alex honed his
The Knot Bench
skills working as a banker mason for St. Blaise on
Portland, and then at Parnham House near Beaminster. I continued my studies; with an
award from the Queen Elizabeth Scholarship Trust, I was able to specialise in lettercutting.
My first public project was a Millennium Bench for the village of Cerne Abbas.
During this time we got to know quite a few people in the community and had come to really
love the village so when, in 2003, the Willetts wanted to refurbish and extend the cottage, we
moved to the Ridgeway. At about the same time we decided to go into partnership, taking on
our first small workshop outside Dorchester.
The mainstay of our work at this point was small architectural
projects, fireplaces, house names and memorials. We also began
to work up a portfolio of speculative pieces, including our
signature piece: the Knot Bench. In the summer of 2003, we had
our first big break when, while demonstrating at a craft fair, we
were approached by a church in Hertfordshire which wanted to
commission a baptismal font. Shortly thereafter, we won our first
public commission: a trio of carved benches inscribed with poetry
for Salisbury District Hospital. On the strength of these, I gained a
Development Award from the Crafts Council, enabling us to invest
in tools and equipment and gain some valuable business advice.
Our workload since then has been varied and interesting. We
were part of the team engaged in creating the monument to
Animals in War on Park Lane in London and more recently we
Hertfordshire Baptismal Font
were honoured to be asked to make the memorial
commemorating the Dorsetshire Regiment on the WWI battlefield of the Somme. Among our
public works more locally, are four reliefcarved roundels on Weymouth College buildings, a
centenary frieze for Wimborne First School, a dedicatory plaque and sign for Westfield
School and our largest public commission to date: a memorial garden at Poole Crematorium
incorporating carved benches and inscribed paving.
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The church which provided our first ecclesiastical project
went on to commission an entire suite of liturgical furniture,
and we have since made another font for a church in
Birmingham.
In 2009 we were married, celebrating with a wedding tea
party at the Wishing Well tearooms. Our son was born
soon afterwards. In 2011 we reluctantly left our lovely
home on the Ridgeway and moved to Beech Road – a
mere stone’s throw away! – shortly before the arrival of our
daughter.
Ten years on, we are still at Duck Farm, albeit in a bigger
workshop. We are stalwarts of Dorset Art Weeks and our
small works are represented in several local galleries,
Dorsetshire Regimental Memorial on
including
Gallery on the Wey of course! Much of my work
the Somme
involves lettering  particularly specialist memorial design,
some examples of which can be seen in the churchyard of St. Laurence. Alex undertakes a
broad range of masonry and carving projects for both private and corporate clients, including
specialist landscaping, stonework repair and limemortar repointing. We continue to
collaborate on many projects – from memorial
benches to sculptural pieces for private clients 
and are looking forward to introducing our
children to the craft in the coming years!
We can be contacted on 01305 816517 (home)
or 848884 (workshop) and visitors to our
workshop are most welcome, by appointment.
To see more examples of our work visit:
www.stoneformdesign.co.uk
Lettering by Zoë

Alex and Zoë working on the
Animals in War Memorial
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Upwey Society Contacts
Committee Members 20132014
Name
Phone Email
Responsibility
Angela Lousley
President
John Huggins
813243 johnhuggins@btconnect.com Chairman /Website admin
Debi Carpanini 0753 400800 pidge176@hotmail.com
Public Relations
Jan Dunne
816688 jmdunne@btinternet.com
Membership sec/Web admin.
Ken Gale
812520 kengale@dsl.pipex.com
Posters & publicity material
Helen Goodman
815935 helengoodman@btopenworld.com Social events
Mike Goodman
815935 upwey.mike@btinternet.com
Planning apps/Council
Jackie Johnson
813921 nickjohnson104@talktalk.net
Photographer/Social events
Dave Mountjoy
812897 dave@mountjoys.fsnet.co.uk
Treasurer/Old School liaison
Sue Mountjoy
812897 sue@mountjoys.fsnet.co.uk
Church liaison/Social events
Gwen Nayler
812242 no email
Church liaison
Mark Ninham
markninham@btinternet.com
Footpaths/Rights of Way/Environment
Anne Prendergast 812698 anne@14elwell.fsnet.co.uk
Social events
Sheonagh Ravensdale
Joint newsletter editors/Website admin
& Pat Thomson
459136 newsupwey@yahoo.co.uk
Wendy Sams
814253 rfsams@btinternet.com
Poster distribution
Gee Sutton
815299 roostersupwey@hotmail.com
Advertising/Business liaison
George White
814866 georgewhite105@btinternet.com Secretary
Evelyn Price
812282 eveprice.upwey@yahoo.com
Archivist (exofficio)
Newsletter Advertising Rates: Quarter page: £22.00, Half page: £44.00, Full page: £90.00
for one year (3 issues). Invoices go out in the summer after Open Gardens. This also
covers a listing on our website: www.upweysociety.org.uk. Please reciprocate if you
have a website. We are not currently taking advertising on the website.
I/We would like to renew my/our Upwey Society membership
Name
Address

Tel No:
Email
I/We enclose the annual subscription fee of £3 per household for the coming year.
Please give or send this form to Jan Dunne, East Hill Barn, Friar Waddon Road, Upwey, DT3
4EN OR give it to your newsletter distributor OR drop it in to Broadway Village Stores in an
envelope marked Upwey Society.
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