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Summer 2012

VIEW FROM THE CHAIR
Having been persuaded to take on the mantle, I appreciate just how much
our retiring chairman, Evelyn Price, has achieved in her four years of
office. Many thanks again to her for all the effort that she has put into the
task. This year, we have been joined on the committee by Jan Dunne and
Dr. Mark Ninham, both of whom live on Friar Waddon Road and have
young families (and several dogs!). I would also like to thank Helen
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Goodman who has volunteered to take on the post of Hon. Secretary
following the sad death of John Ramsden.
So what has happened since I was voted in at the AGM? Most of the
programme for this year had already been settled and is set out in the
“Forthcoming Events” page.
Our first event of the new season was the ever popular Wine Challenge
which saw some fifty participants pit their wits (and their livers) against
our expert panel. I believe that the event proved to be as popular and
enjoyable as ever, judged by the rising level of chatter and laughter as the
tasting proceeded.
The next big Society event in our calendar is the Street Party to celebrate
the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee, which is being held in Church Street
between the Wishing Well and the Church car park from 3 pm on Bank
Holiday Monday 4th June. We have already obtained a road closure order
for the day and preparations are well underway with posters and
handbills circulated. Don’t forget to book your table on 813243 as we
currently have plenty available, but several bookings have already been
made and it is free! There will be music, a live band, games and liquid
refreshment including a cash bar and teas.
Following that we have a new event which is an “on foot” village
Treasure Hunt on the following Saturday evening, 9th June, starting and
finishing at the Old Ship.
This will all be closely followed by our Open Gardens weekend on 14/15
July. I do hope that as many as possible will agree to open as I know that
people come from far and wide to look at our beautiful village gardens
and enjoy our special environment and the excellent teas! Helen and
Mike Goodman are our prime organisers for this event and please
contact them if you haven’t opened before and would like to- Tel:
815935.
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You will find dates for the many other events later in the newsletter and,
as usual, posters will available as reminders. At the AGM it was clearly
indicated that most would undoubtedly prefer to retain the circulation of
hard copies of this newsletter, with its handy format and readily available
information such as events’ calendar, phone numbers, etc..
It is delivered by hand within the village to keep costs down but a
number are posted to members who have moved and wish to keep in
touch. Having regard to the swingeing increase in postal charges, I
believe that it is worth considering whether some of those now living
remotely or other members may be content to receive it electronically in
future, as it is already drafted in a format that could be used for this
purpose.
Beyond this, email could also be a useful facility for sending out interim
reminders of forthcoming or “short-notice” events and is certainly
increasingly used by other clubs and societies with which I am involved.
The committee will consider the point further but I would be interested to
receive your views and/or your email address – electronically of course!
John-huggins@btconnect.com .
Finally, we all have the excitement of the Sailing Olympics to look
forward to and I know that a number of you are actively involved in one
role or another as ambassadors; marshalling on the water or helping at
the Sail for Gold exhibition and Bayside Festival.
Let’s just hope that the weather improves so that we can fully enjoy what
promises to be a bumper summer!
John Huggins
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WELL DRESSED IN UPWEY.
There was great jollity when the Well Dressing was installed at the
Wishing Well over the May Day bank holiday weekend.
The unsurprising theme this year is a celebration of Weymouth Bay as a
wonderful location for sailing

There is a dramatic image of yachts full of life and movement in choppy
waters and with spinnakers billowing. Working on boards covered with
clay, a picture has been built up using natural materials such as leaves,
twigs, shells, and fleece. The tableau was then processed with great
ceremony to stand under the arches at the Wishing Well with Morris
Dancers leading the way and finishing with their much anticipated and
very risky jig around the well itself. The ceremony concluded with a
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gentle traditional song about the river through the seasons sung by a
group of ladies from the Quangle Wangle Choir. Also this year, we
particularly enjoyed the lively and enthusiastic participation of the
Weymouth District Beaver Scouts with their own display of the Air
Ambulance helicopter .Over the years the Well Dressings have raised
well over £10,000 for charities and this year is raising funds for the
Dorset and Somerset Air Ambulance.
Fil Cooke

THE STREET WHERE I LIVE

I live at 80 Elwell Street, one of four very similar cottages which were all
originally thatched. When I came in 1976, 82, then Clematis Cottage,
was the home of Mr Valence, an elderly widower who had been a
firefighter during the London Blitz. Beyond, at 84, Honeysuckle Cottage,
lived Mrs Burt, an elderly lady, whom I sometimes spotted looking out of
her low bedroom window; she was so tall she had to bend down to see
out.
My neighbours on the other side were Fred Legg, his wife and his son
Robin, who still lives there. They had earlier lived further up the street
and before that in a cottage on what is now the church car park.
I bought my cottage from a naval helicopter pilot. I have learned that in
the late thirties and during the war it was the home of Mr and Mrs.
Goodchild and their daughter Phyllis. During the war Mr Goodchild
worked for the Ministry of Food in charge of the Food Office in
Weymouth. According to the Weymouth Corporation’s ‘War Book’, his
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home was listed as an emergency mortuary. I have never heard that it
was used as such.
Pru Bollam

BEDOUIN TENTS ARE ‘FURNISHED’ BY LOCAL
NEEDLEWOMEN
Members and friends of St Laurence Church, together with the New
Covenant Church in Weymouth, have been preparing for the forthcoming
Olympics, albeit in an usual way – by making rag rugs, crocheted rugs
and assorted decorated cushions in three sizes, using old pillows, duvets
and textiles all donated by local people.
The idea behind this creativity came from an initiative called ‘Refresh
2012’. During the Olympic period, three Bedouin hospitality tents are to
be provided somewhere between Greenhill and the Pavilion. They will
be furnished with the rugs and cushions and will provide an attractive
place for rest and refuge for a while for visitors and residents alike , for
those who wish to use them. Hospitality will be offered including hand
and foot massage for the weary, refreshments for the thirsty and respite
for those who need it. There will also be an opportunity to talk about our
Christian faith and prayer.
Mary Bothamley
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ABACUS
Masonry & Conservation
--------------------------------------------------

David Cornick
Stone Mason
Conservation and Restoration
to Historic Buildings
Traditional Lime Mortars
Stone Repairs
Repointing
Walling
Advice & Consultation

T: 01305 814752 or 01392 879824
mobile : 07825 698507
email:
stonemason@abacusmasonry.co.uk
www.abacusmasonry.co.uk

Lizzie & Bekki the baking birds
Windsbatch Bakery, Friar Waddon Road DT3 4EW
We are open Tuesdays to Saturdays 9.30am – 1.30pm
with fresh bread & croissants, pasties, sausage rolls,
cakes & pastries. We use local produce to make
seasonal goodies.
Fridays and Saturdays typically see our speciality
breads and pastries. We are very happy to take orders,
so if you want to reserve something please let us know.
We look forward to seeing you
www.Homemade ByLB.co.uk
01305 816378 / 07748 888833 / 07876 541589
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From South London to Upwey via Kent, Surrey, Yorkshire
& West Sussex.
It was with great interest that I read the story of Gwen Nayler in the autumn issue and
what an incredibly clever person she is. In contrast my own path to Upwey which
started in South London is somewhat different. The middle child of a family of five my
father worked in the print industry on permanent night shift so I have very little
memories of him. As I came home from school he was going to work.
I lived in a council flat in Clapham and my parents died when I was 17 and 18 leaving
my older sister and myself to be mum and dad to our two younger brothers. Teenage
years were cancelled for me and I had to grow up quick.
I met my wonderful wife Gloria, who lived in a terraced house in New Cross, in 1959
on a Sunday scooter club run and we married in 1965.
I left school at 15 with no qualifications whatsoever. Started work in a timber yard but
thankfully my father found me a drawing office apprenticeship with an engineering
business just off Victoria Street which designed and supplied mechanical power
transmission equipment. I was never an academic and it took me seven years to
complete my five year day release and evening HND course at the Borough Polytechnic
College. In those days if you failed one of the subjects out of four you had to take the
whole four subjects again and re-sit all four exams.
The engineering business was a design and sales operation with all manufacture
subcontracted to companies in the midlands. I started at the bottom as a junior
draughtsman which included getting the blue prints from the nearby printer and the
cheese rolls from the local sandwich shop.
I progressed through the drawing office, contracts office and on to outside sales. The
business then embarked on an expansion program through acquisition which gave me
further development opportunities. I became a division manager in Staines, a product
manager in Croydon then appointed to the Board in 1977 as Production Director in
Dewsbury, West Yorkshire where I set up a factory of 35000 sq ft.
Finally I was appointed Managing Director of the business which then comprised three
operations in Staines, Oldham and Dewsbury employing over 300 people.

8

During my 30 years with the business I travelled extensively to the USA and Japan
setting up agency agreements and to South Korea to establish a joint venture. There
were also associations in Germany and Denmark.
By this time I had exhausted the challenges within the power transmission business and
sought a new post. I joined a laundry and dry cleaning machine manufacturer in
Horsham which was part of a large group as MD. Sadly the group under the
chairmanship of an American went bust and pulled my subsidiary company down with
it.
Head hunted, I joined a combustion engineering group back in Dewsbury as group
CEO. We had five companies in the group, one of which was based in Lyon so monthly
trips to France were needed. After a year I led a management buyout of the group but
having completed the deal got trapped in the property collapse in the 1980’s and found
it impossible to relocate from West Sussex to Yorkshire so I resigned and did some
consultancy work.
Gloria was tremendously supportive. For over a year I was leaving Horsham at 5am on
a Monday morning returning home at 11pm on a Friday evening exhausted. I could not
have done this without her support.
During my consultancy work I made contact with Ceewrite Precision Engineering Ltd a
business based in Staines with a division in Portland. I had known the business for
many years but it had fallen on hard times and could not be saved from bankruptcy. The
Staines head office was closed immediately but the receiver was willing to consider my
offer to buy the Portland division and a deal was done within three weeks in 1989 thus
saving some 23 jobs.
Gloria and I moved to Weymouth in 1990 and I ran the business for 11 years building it
up to 44 employees most of whom lived on Portland and I retired in 2001.
In 2006 I re-entered engineering as a shareholder in the acquisition of FGP Precision
Eng Ltd on the Granby Industrial Estate. During the three years I ran the business I
doubled its size and the audited accounts show that I generated cash of over £1.7m for
the shareholders. I retired again in 2010.
Since moving to Weymouth in 1990 I served on the Board of the South Dorset
Economic Partnership set up to consider the impact of the MOD withdrawing from the
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area. I was also a founder Director of the Business Link (Dorset) Ltd Board set up to
help and advise small businesses.
For the past ten years I have been Chairman of the River Wey Society which watches
over the Wey and its catchment and I am Vice Commodore of the Royal Dorset Yacht
Club.
Gloria and I have always been very independent and this stems from the loss of our
parents at an early age. Gloria’s father died shortly after we were married and the fact
that we have had to make our own way in life with no help from anybody has helped us
face life’s difficulties on our own.
I still treasure my slide rule and log tables from the 50’s and although we have endured
hard times we had a happy life.
With a surname of Tarrant one could say we have finally come home to Dorset.

Peter Tarrant
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ST LAURENCE SPRING FAIR

At an unseemly early hour on a wet, cold, windy and thoroughly
miserable Saturday morning on the 28th of April, the stalwarts of St
Laurence Church gathered in the Old School Village Hall to set up for
the St Laurence Spring Fair. The event began a few years ago as a plant
sale, but has since grown and this year, in addition to a wide selection of
plants, there were on offer to the discerning punter: a selection of
delicious cakes, jams and other produce, books, flower baskets and bric a
brac, as well as that reliable earner – a raffle. For those in need of
refreshment after their exertions, there was tea, coffee, soft drinks and
some very tempting cakes.
As 10.30 approached and the Fair was due to open, we were a little
concerned at the lack of the customary queue outside the door. But
perhaps this should not have surprised us, since the weather was making
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a valiant attempt to overturn the drought in a single morning. Things did
indeed start rather slowly, but suddenly the rain eased and the hall filled
up with eager visitors. By noon, the refreshment stall had all be run out
of cakes to accompany the drinks, and most of the other stalls had parted
with their wares. Only the raffle table still groaned under its impressive
load of prizes, so time was called and the raffle was drawn by the rector.
This year we raised a total of £716, all of which goes towards the
running costs of St Laurence Church, so a very big thank you to all those
who supported us by providing items for sale, helping on the day and by
visiting the Fair and spending money. A special thank you goes to Pru
Bollam for all her efforts in organising the event and keeping us all in
order.
Paul Sutcliffe

12

THE FOOT CLINIC
16 Granby Court, Surrey Close, Weymouth
Granby Estate

LATEST SURGERY EQUIPMENT
LATEST TECHNIQUES
FULL CHIRPODY CARE
CUSTOM-MADE ORTHOTICS
SPORTS INJURY SPECIALIST
VIDEO/TREADMILL GAIT
ANALYSIS
Chiropodist/podiatrist-Pauline Hill
Dip pod Med. MBChA
Health Professions Council Registered
16 years experience

01305 814428
UPWEY VILLAGE HALL 100 + CLUB
Many thanks to all the loyal members of the 100+ club that have sent me
their cash and cheques for the new round of the 2012 – 2013 draw.
So far, the numbers are a little down on the previous year, but fingers
crossed, I hope a few more late arrivals are still winging their way to me
as I write .Anyone still wishing to join, or perhaps just make a
contribution to the Village Hall funds, will be gratefully received.
I can be contacted by phone on 01305 812202 or e mail me at
Barry.c.day@btinternet.com
Very best of luck to all our Members
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Barry Day

PROBLEMS
“Oh, I can’t get the staff –
Where have they all gone
And you needn’t laugh
But what is to be done?
It’s no good me dusting
My hands can’t quite do it
It leaves my heart bursting,
I’m not doing it, just not fit..
You can’t cut grass, flower
You’re now far too old
To go prancing with mower
Just when you were told.
Used to be easy, girls all a’plenty
To work in the house, such a joy
Then away, all before twenty
To marry have kids, girl and boy.
We’ll just have to leave it
And try not to worry
Then so what we can for a bit;
I’m so fed up and sorry –
‘Cos I can’t get the b..... staff!”
John Hollis
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WHY DID YOU CHOOSE UPWEY?
Having grown up in a village in the New Forest I was keen to go back to
a village when I married. I had spent my college years in London and
enjoyed all it had to offer in theatre, arts etc but I was always delighted to
return to the village for the holidays.
I didn’t want to live in a town or city permanently.
We came to Dorset as a central point for Barrie getting home from all the
naval ports reasonably easily but Dorset didn’t seem to have villages that
fitted our needs. So we bought a house in Dorchester. Probably like many
people, we just drove down the main road to go to Weymouth without
realising what lay hidden in the valley to the west.
After some years Rod started learning to windsurf and Sarah to ride, so
most of my weekends were spent driving over the hill to Weymouth and
waiting around to go home again. I wished we lived nearer. Then fate
played a part and having been worried about safety at Sarah’s riding
school, I answered an advertisement from someone in Upwey who gave
riding lessons.
So we began to turn right at the bottom of Ridgeway and while Sarah
rode I explored the village. It seemed to be perfect; half way between
two towns, yet still rural with some public transport and lots of things
happening. After much searching and disappointment we found ‘Orchard
Cottage and moved in March 1982.
Then I rediscovered village life. Actually speaking to neighbours,
strangers stopping to chat when I walked the dogs and the special part of
village life – the concern and support for people generally but especially
when they are sick or in trouble some way. Those weeks during the
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Falklands war were not easy but so many people stopped to chat and
cared, it helped a great deal and I felt I belonged.
Now we have been here thirty years. Rod still comes back to windsurf
and Sarah’s horses still live here. With all the friends I have made and the
activities that go on I can’t imagine living anywhere else.
So why did you choose Upwey?
Pam Dickinson

Steve Beggs’ Speakeasy DJ Service.
Specializing in 40’s Big Band, Swing, Jump-Jive
& Honky-Tonk;
50’s Rock n’ Roll, Blues, Boogie, R’n’B & Country;
60’s Pop, Soul, Ska, Reggae + modern classics
& World Music.
Playlist compiled to suit personal tastes & the occasion.
PA & Lighting rig supplied to suit the venue.

Tel - 01460 73523. Mob - 0791 447 8409.
email - sbeggs@toucansurf.com
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'A Beautiful Place To Be'
One way I look I see the hills where cows and sheep are grazing,
The thinks I see with one quick glance is really truly amazing.
This morning I saw pheasants, squirrels, fox and deer,
So many birds I cannot name and a Buzzard who shows no fear.
When I turn around I see the church nestling in the trees,
The flag on top is fluttering about in a very gentle breeze.
I hear the bells as they chime the hour, each and every day.
The Sunday bells are by far the best, I love the tunes they play.
To one side I hear the stream, as it bubbles along the lane.
Some have seen the otters play in the sunshine and in the rain.
The Wishing Well is a magical place, so many come to see,
They throw their coins and make a wish before they take their tea.
There are so many historical things and walks to fill your day,
I love my home, and I love my life, in the village of Old Upwey.

Christine Wells
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The Old Ship Inn
We welcome you to your friendly village pub
offering delicious food in delightful
surroundings
plus
Fine wines, Real Ales, Cask Marque, Party
room, skittles, Patio garden and en-suite
accommodation
phone 01305 812522
7 Ridgeway, Upwey, Weymouth DT3 5QQ
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REGULAR GROUPS

ART

Monday mornings Justin Cooke 01300 320118
Tuesday mornings Maggie Cooke 812665

POTTERY

Monday evenings Bill Crumbleholme 812030
Tuesday afternoons

“

Tuesday evenings

“

WOODCARVING Tuesday afternoons Mark Vyvyan-Penney 812125
Tuesday evenings Robbie Way 813538
MORRRIS DANCERS Wednesday evenings Rosemary Massey
782966
SCULPTURE

Wednesday mornings Anna Quinn 814522

YOGA

Thursday mornings Barbara Cohen 786821

ASTRONOMERS

Monthly 3rd Friday Gordon Walbridge
777159

EMBROIDERERS

Monthly 4th Wednesday

----------------------------------------------
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 2012
Weeks May 26-June 10, Dorset Art Weeks & Upwey Potters Annual
Exhibition. Old School, all day.

Monday, June 4 Upwey Society Golden Jubilee Street
Party. Contact John Huggins 813243
Saturday, June 9 Upwey Society Treasure Hunt. Contact
John Huggins, 813243
Weekend 16/17 June Art Workshop – Seascapes . Justin Cooke 01300
320118 Old School
Weekend June 23/24 Art Exhibition & Felt Making by Visiting Artists
Old School
Weekend 7/8th July Cider Fest Anna Quinn 814522

Weekend July 14/15 Upwey Society Open Gardens. 2.006.00pm both days
Saturday 21st to 29th July Summer Craft Show Old School
Saturday 5th – 12th August Art Exhibition – Latest paintings by Justin
and Nicola Cooke - Old School
Saturday, August 18, St. Laurence Church Summer Fete
Saturday 18th – 27th August Art Exhibition. Paintings, Ceramics &
Photography by Maggie and Fil Cooke –Old School

Saturday, August 25, Upwey Society BBQ
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Wednesday 5th – 9th September Vyvyan-Penney Family – Sculpture,
Paintings & Photography – Old School
Saturday 15th – 23 September Art Exhibition. Paintings, Ceramics,
Millinery & Jewellery by the Artwey Group – Old School

Monday, November 5 Upwey Society Bonfire and
Fireworks Party
Saturday, November 24, St. Laurence Church Winter Fair. Old School,
10.00am-12.30pm
Wednesday 28th November West Country Embroiderers Exhibition.
Old School 11 am – 3 pm

Saturday, December 15 Upwey Society Christmas Party.
WATCH FOR POSTER DETAILS FOR ALL EVENTS

It is always helpful to have some idea of what is
going on when you are planning an event, so we
invite you to send dates and brief details of
anything of public interest which is to take
place in the village. Contact John Huggins on
813243
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ITEMS FOR NEXT NEWSLETTER
So many interesting contributions for this issue of the Newsletter –
enormous thanks to all contributors for taking the trouble to write
items of interest and send photographs and poems. We just KNOW
that there are many more of you who have tales to tell – or simply
tell us why you decided to move to Upwey ( what a great idea, Pam!).
Please put pen to paper or fingers to keyboard (preferably by jpeg
attachment to me!) And thanks, too, to our advertisers who help to
make the Newsletter possible.
Contributions for the AUTUMN ISSUE by e mail to me,
jocelynodriscoll@hotmail.com BEFORE 20th AUGUST

W4 Projects
ARCHITECTURAL CONSULTANTS

Delivering innovative and
practical designs for the
ultimate in living & working
space solutions

CAD Design & Drawings
• Planning and Building Regulation
Approval
• Residential and Office Space
• Kitchen and Bathroom Design

Call Neil Worthington DipArch
tel 01305 814589 or 07957 212777
email:mail@www.w4projects.co.uk

www.w4projects.co.uk
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THE UPWEY SOCIETY COMMITTEE
President

Angela Lousley

Chairman

John Huggins 813243 john-huggins@btconnect.com

Secretary
Helen Goodman 815935 helengoodman@btopenworld.com
Treasurer
Dave Mountjoy 812897 dave@mountjoys.fsnet.co.uk
Membership
Carol White
814866
Evelyn Price
812282
Mark Ninham
814479
Gee Sutton
815299
Ken Gale
812520
Mike Goodman 815935
Jackie Johnson 813921
Sue Mountjoy 812897
Gwen Nayler
812242
Anne Prendergast 812698
Wendy Sams
814253
Debbie Carpanini 816069
Jan Dunne
816688

If you’d like to join the Upwey Society just fill in the little form below
and send or give to Carol White, 48 Elwell Street.

I/We would like to join the Upwey Society
Name
Address

Tel No:
email:
I/We enclose the annual Subscription Fee of £3 per household for
the coming year/ £9 for the next 3 years.(please delete as
appropriate)

24

