President Angela Lousley
Summer 2011
First the snowdrops, followed by primroses and bluebells, our
countryside and gardens bursting into life and then May Day celebrations
with the annual „ Well Dressing‟ and Morris men dancing outside The
Old School – summer‟s (nearly) here!
YOUR CHAIRMAN WRITES:
Isn‟t it wonderful – the peace and quiet roads, walking along the
Dorchester Road without being overcome by traffic fumes, safe cycling
and a real sense that the village has regained its own self. What an
enormous difference the new road has made! Let‟s just hope that when
the access road is open, not too many people will decide to use it rather
than the Relief Road. Yes, there is the disappointment that, on topping
the Ridgeway from Dorchester, we no longer have that marvellous view
of Weymouth and Portland spread out below us, it is still there, but one
has to walk up to see it!
Talking of footpaths, we are delighted with the new Information board
which has been installed above the Millennium seat outside the Old
School. John has more to say about that, and also about the work that has
been done in Goulds Bottom Picnic Park. By the time this newsletter is
out we shall have had our “Springwatch in Upwey” event with Tom
Clarke from the Wild About Weymouth project leading nature
exploration, nettle soup may have been on the menu! If you came and
enjoyed the evening as much as we expected, perhaps we shall be able to
do a repeat performance.
The AGM came and went, as they do, and I find that I‟m still here as
your chairman! Actually, it‟s a great privilege and I really do enjoy
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working for this lovely village. This, however, is the last year! Thank you
for electing me. There was a good turnout, nothing controversial – even
Dave‟s announcement that, after 18 years, we need to raise the annual
subscription and it‟s a 50% rise! Oh, dear, way above inflation . The
subscription now will be £3.00 per member household – it pays for the
newsletters and any costs in distribution: it‟s surprising how many
people want to keep their links with Upwey alive and this, under Jos‟s
brilliant editorship, is the best way of doing it. We welcome two new
members to our committee – Wendy Sams who has lived in Elwell Street
for a lot of years, and Debbie Carpanini, not so long resident, whose
home is in Church Street. Carol reports that there are now 298 member
households on the Upwey Society list – Wow, we‟re growing!
As always, there‟s a lot to look forward to this summer – Open Gardens,
our main event, is not that far away in gardening terms, 9 th and 10th of
July. Helen will be going round again, as she does every year, inviting
old and, hopefully, new participants to open their gardens for our visitors.
If you haven‟t done this before, but would like to this year, contact Helen
on 815935 and she‟ll put you on her list. There will be all the usual
delights, lovely teas and various refreshments, art , pottery and sculpture
exhibitions and great good company. Do come.
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The Royal Wedding has been and gone. The Garden Party at Wabey
House was a marvellous success and a wonderful celebration – thank
you, Gwen, for that. Speaking, I hope, on behalf of all members of the
Upwey Society, we wish Prince William and his bride every happiness.
Evelyn Price
UPWEY ROYAL WEDDING GARDEN PARTY
The weather was kind and the table groaned with goodies as the worthies
of Upwey turned out in style to celebrate the Royal Wedding at a Garden
Party held in the grounds of Wabey House (thank you Gwen). Marquees
had been erected by a team of Upwey stalwarts and a wedding cake was
donated by Janet Willment and made by Jackie Johnson. At the end of
the party, the cake was cut and a toast was drunk to the happy couple – a
really lovely day was enjoyed by all!
Helen Goodman
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FOOTPATHS AND STILES
Some good progress has now been made in upgrading our village rights
of way and facilities.
At Goulds‟ Bottom, we organised a working party in February to carry
out clearance and tree work. We were assisted by tree surgeons, having
previously had the advice of the Council‟s tree officer, Nick Jackson. It
proved to be a hard day‟s work for the volunteer team, not finishing until
after sunset, and muscles were certainly aching the following day! We
have also had a new bridle gate installed which is much appreciated by
riders who regularly use this route up to the Ridgeway.
Another improvement is the replacement of the dilapidated kissing gate
at the SW corner of Hurdlemead . Funding for both new gates has been
obtained from Dorset CC ROW section.
May 19th saw the unveiling of our Information Board at the Old School
Hall by our President, Angela Lousley . The artwork has been prepared
in conjunction with the South Dorset Ridgeway Heritage Team, which
has totally funded the project. The board shows footpaths, bridleways,
places of interest and local facilities.
The other project in hand is the resurfacing of the footpath leading from
the top of Church Street to Friar Waddon Road where a working party
will be needed on a date to be fixed shortly.
John Huggins
.....................................................................................................................
Many thanks to Roger Willis, an Honorary Upwegian, who has been
looking after our Millennium seat outside the Old School. He does a
super job keeping the stone in pristine condition.
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W4 Projects
ARCHITECTURAL CONSULTANTS

Delivering innovative and
practical designs for the ultimate
in living & working space
solutions

CAD Design & Drawings
• Planning and Building Regulation
Approval
• Residential and Office Space
• Kitchen and Bathroom Design

Call Neil Worthington DipArch
tel 01305 814589 or 07957
212777
email:mail@www.w4projects.co.uk

www.w4projects.co.uk
5

UPWEY AND MY FAMILY--A HISTORY continued..
My name is Richard Martin and my wife, Marion and I live in West
Sussex but my family originally came from Sutton. This is the story of
our association with Upwey. In the previous issue, we had reached the
point when Myrtle , my mother, and Donald, my Dad, married in 1948
and spent their honeymoon in Upwey with my Aunt Mag and Uncle Bill.
My Great Uncle Joseph Boyce (Joe) died in 1950 and is buried in St.
Laurence‟s churchyard. I was born the same year but after Joe‟s passing.
Mum, Dad and I continued to visit Upwey for our holidays. Aunt Mag
and Uncle Bill were wonderfully generous with their hospitality and
always made us so welcome. Some of my earliest memories are of our
happy times with them. We would arrive at Weymouth station and chase
to the bus stop to get the bus to the Wishing Well (the number 22 I
think). Of course, in those days it was a regular 20 minute service. In
the mornings we would walk through the village looking for trout in the
river at the bottom of Stottingway and perhaps call in to Eckersall‟s to
pick up groceries or go to the butcher on the Dorchester Road (now a
veterinary surgery) where Aunt Mag always bought her bacon. In the
afternoons we would get the bus into Weymouth and I would play on the
sands and in the evenings Uncle Bill would take us for walks through the
fields around the village. He knew most of the farmers in the area and
would happily take us through their farmyards. I particularly a remember
the names of Foot, Childs and Masters from that time together with
Ward‟s farm where we purchased eggs.
We, of course, benefitted from Aunt Mag‟s fantastic cooking and with
Uncle Bill being an accomplished gardener, the back garden of No 2
(Gould‟s Hill) cultivated, she was never short of fresh vegetables. Uncle
Bill also worked an allotment along the Friar Waddon Road – although
of this there is no sign today.
By 1961, Mum and Dad had purchased their first car and it was decided
that we should perhaps go further afield for our holidays. Percy and
Winnie (my Grandad and Nan) still stayed in Upwey during the summer
and we would drive them down and then pick them up at the end of their
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stay. So we were still able to spend a little time in the village and always
made a point of walking to the bottom of Stottingway to ensure the trout
were still in the stream!
Marion and I were married in 1972 and we stayed with Aunt Mag and
Uncle Bill for one last time in 1974. Marion and I soon had a growing
family and trips to Upwey weren‟t possible but the happy memories of
Upwey would often crop up at family gatherings.
The years passed and the in 2000 Marion and I decided to drive down to
Upwey for the day just to see how it had changed. Fortunately very little
had! The houses on Goulds Hill are still there and very little other
development had taken place around the village. The Wishing Well tea
rooms were serving delicious fare and, following on from that trip, we
began to make regular visits once again. Recently we were able to
sample the excellent hospitality at Pump Cottage B & B.
People may say that there are more picturesque locations with more
stunning views around the British Isles but, as far as I am concerned,
nothing compares with Church Street, Friar Waddon or Watery Lane – or
the views from the tops of Windsbatch or Goulds Hill.
Marion and I now have three grandchildren and it would be nice to think
that in the future we will be able to bring them down to Upwey to
continue our family‟s association.
Richard Martin
....................................................................................................................
OPEN GARDENS
Friday & Saturday 9th & 10th July, 2 – 6pm each day
Anyone who would like to open their garden who hasn’t done
so before, contact Helen on 815937
We’re also always looking for people who might like to help in
some way- setting up the tea gardens, serving teas, cake-making.
Again, do please let Helen know.
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PUMP COTTAGE BED AND BREAKFAST
Friar Waddon Road.
Pets Welcome, Children welcome.
All locally sourced food.
Ample parking and gardens.
Very Peaceful!
(Also Thelma’s Cottage
NEW
Self Catering)
Phone John Ramsden on 01305
for more details
NEW816002
ARRIVALS
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Congratulations to Farmer Sam and Rachel Foot on the birth of
their daughter, Issy, a sister for Harry and Molly
And congratulations to Danny and Sara, landlords of the Old Ship
Inn, on the birth of their son, Max.
UPWEY GOLF
This is a great time of year for golfing. Gone are the freezing cold
mornings and now that we have sort of settled on starting at 8.00 am on
Tuesdays and 8.45 am on Fridays, life is far more civilised. I recall one
morning in January before the new road opened. I was driving the back
road in the dark when the car skidded a little on the ice and the
temperature registered -2C. It was about 7.15 in the morning and to cap it
all I had nothing else to do all day! Without any inconvenience we could
have started at 11a.m. The new arrangement is much better.
Although a lot of golf is being played by the group members, not much
by way of events or trips away happen in the early summer. We did have
one special competition set up by the club on the Royal Wedding day and
a number of us took part. One of the village golfers who is a member of a
club other than Came, but who often joins us, refers to our group as “The
Dibley Golf Society”. I think the name is not inappropriate but I dread to
think which of the characters each of us most closely resembles. I have
some private views which I cannot share but will do at some future date
if people continue to play my ball instead of their own! We entered 2
teams in the competition and the team which included the guest member
played from the wrong tees and were disqualified – poetic justice?
It was a good talking point over breakfast and will never be forgotten by
those of us in the Dibley Golf Society.
Next Wednesday the club president is hosting a Rules Evening. Many
clubs stage these kinds of evenings when some explanation of the rules is
given and they are indeed very helpful and informative. None of our
group will be going as there is a strong belief that the rules of golf just
get in the way of a good round!! It doesn‟t really matter if you play the
wrong ball.
George White
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SUMMER
When May is through, when blossom fades,
And June comes in one breathless morn;
When thrushes thrash through greeny glades
Feeding in abandon; comes early dawn
When sweet birdsong fills air with joy –
The summer‟s here! The sun now powering
Weaves its magic on the earth, a ploy
Changing blind bud into wondrous flowering.
When sun begins to climb through azure sky
And dew, new born sparkles now on fine
Woven web, trembles in time with butterfly;
When breezes blow bearing hints of vine,
Rose, lavender and scents from further climes –
Why, summer‟s here! Each bloom entices bee,
Offering sweet reward, church clock chimes
Four and yes, there‟s honey still for tea!
Now evenings afoot and movers now tend
To chatter into life, then barbecue smoke
Spreads its acrid odours which quite offend
Those nearby homes full of dressy folk
Enjoying canapés and sipping fine champagnes –
It‟s truly summer! And then falls night chill,
New moon arises and its radiance reigns.
Then so to bed, with windows wide – all‟s still.
John Hollis

WINE TASTING EVENING
There was an enthusiastic turn out for the Wine Quiz held in The Old
School on 8th April. John and Sally Huggins and their team of helpers
had laid on supper after the selfless and studious years of „wine tasting‟
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by those present had been put to the test. John, together with John
O‟Driscoll and Pat Dunn gave a slick and hilarious performance as the
„Wine Bluffers As always, the most experienced were able to taste their
way through the misleading information put before them.
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THE MOTOR CYCLING MANIACS ARE SAFELY HOME!
Pat Thompson and Sheonagh Ravensdale, those two very adventurous
ladies, are back from 15 months exploring Central America, all except
Belize, and much of the Asia.
They‟ve tales to tell, as many of us who enjoyed their stories of their ride
through South America three or four years ago, will remember. We shall
look forward to hearing about this latest journeying sometime in the
autumn.
Welcome back both of you.

Evelyn Price

UPWEY FOLK
Most Wednesday evenings, between September and April, the Old
School Hall, resonates to the sounds of several melodeons, penny whistle
and the odd fiddle or mandolin. All of which is accompanied by the clash
of willow sticks and the enthusiastic waving of green and yellow
handkerchiefs. Yes! it‟s time for the winter practice of the Upwey based
mixed Federation-Morris Side, „ Festus Derriman.
Fans of Thomas Hardy will have come across this name as they read
„The Trumpet Major‟ . When our Morris side first convened at The Old
School Hall back in the late 80‟s, the association of Upwey with this
Hardy novel led to the eponymous label and the continuous link between
the Side and the village for almost 25 years.
Over the years many members have come and gone and for many years
in the 90‟s there was also a thriving children‟s side too. This season we
can boast 3 musicians, 4 musician/dancers and 15 dancers to call upon.
The recent increase in popularity can be attributed to many factors
including the growth and continuity of the Wessex Folk Festival, hosted
in Weymouth on the first weekend in June. Also, just as folk traditions
evolve, Festus Derriman has entered the 21 st C with a website
(http://fd.upwey.morris.tripod.com ) .
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So, Morris dancing, where does it come from? There is surprisingly little
documented and several diverse theories. The earliest references are mid
15th Century to early 16th century where church records list “a silver cup
sculpted with Morris Dance” (1458) or “ silver for the Mores Dauncers7d” (1510). In Tudor times – particularly at the courts of Henry VIII and
Elizabeth I Morris dancing was regularly performed and valued. Even
then it was known as an “ancient” tradition! In Shakespeare‟s „Henry V‟
the Morris Tradition of dancing at Whitsun appears to be known by the
French royalty. Also, a play („The Two Nobel Kinsmen‟ –by Fletcher)
performed at Drury Lane, for Elizabeth I, contained a central theme of
Morris Dancing, performed by teams of both men and women.
The time of Civil war and Puritans caused the demise of drinking and
many festivities, including Morris, in many communities. However, it
was also at this time that the first edition of the English Dancing Master
appeared and grew in popularity-especially amongst the ruling class. So
at the start of the Restoration, it is not surprising to read that Charles II
was greeted by several teams of Morris dancers on his way into London.
Within just a few years, Cotswold style Morris is documented as a key
element of springtime festivals associated with May 1 st and/or Whitsun,
for example, „The Lamb Ale‟ in Kirtlington, Oxfordshire .
The 17th and 18th Centuries appear to be a time of growth and evolution
of regional styles and traditions, danced by both men and women. For
reasons which remain unclear, there appears to be a cessation of these
danced traditions in many parts of the country by the late Victorian
period. However, after a few years, some villages revived the activities
and developed these „lost‟ traditions. e.g. in 1899 ,the Headington ( nr
Oxford) Morris Men decided to dance on Boxing Day… an unexplained
departure from the traditional link with Springtime! One Cecil Sharp
happened to be holidaying in Headington that Christmas and so sparked
his interest and the subsequent seminal collection of music and dances. A
contemporary of Sharp, Mary Neal, also collected and published books
on Morris Dancing and brought the dance form to her Esperance Club for
women.
Although there are obvious roots to Morris dancing on May 1 st, it is only
from 1923 that we have evidence of any Morris Side dancing in the
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dawn of May 1st. This first occasion arose when the Oxford Morris Men
joined in with the other, established May Dawn activities at Magdelen
College .So as the seasons change and the weather warms up, you will
find us out and about on Wednesdays and at various garden fetes
between May and September (the full programme is available on our
website).
As well as keeping alive our English traditions, the summer programme
gives us a chance to make a collection for local charities. We have had
the pleasure of supporting several local funds e.g. „Headway‟ a head
injuries support group; „ABC‟- an anorexia and bulimia charity;
Mountjoy school in Bridport amongst many, many others. Do come and
watch and support us and find out more through the website. We are
always looking to increase our numbers of both dancers and musicians.
Ring 01305 760592 or email fd.upwey.morris@hotmail.com for more
information.
Ian Coleman

VILLAGE HALL NOTES
We were delighted to see so many at the Village Hall AGM, thank you
for coming. At the committee meeting, a few weeks later, we appointed
the officers for the coming year. Greg Rochfort has kindly agreed to be
Chairman, for the moment. On the understanding that he will need to
delegate various jobs, Phil Price is remaining as Treasurer and I shall
still be Secretary.
We are still considering how to form a „Friends of the Village Hall‟
group. The committee is much smaller now and some are not as spry as
they were. We understand that there are many people who don‟t want to
sit on a committee but would probably be glad to help in some way
occasionally. Maybe spring cleaning, painting, or even running a quiz
night or other social occasion. Suggestions and offers of occasional help
can be made to any of the committee.
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This year is the 30th anniversary of the hall being given charitable status
and it is good to look back and see how much has been achieved. Not
only in the classes and exhibition but the general upkeep and
development of the building.
Thank you very much to the people who have got in touch to say they
would be able to help with stewarding the Craft Show. On Wednesday
20th July we will be setting up the tables and draping them, ready for the
exhibitors to set up the next day. As always many hands make light work
so even if you can only spare half an hour it would be very welcome. We
will be there from 5pm.
Pam Dickinson
BROADWEY UPWEY AND DISTRICT HORTICULTURAL
SOCIETY
The society held its question and answer evening on May 5 th at the St
Nicholas School Broadwey. Thirty six people attended this popular
event. The panel of experts included Peter Reed, Bob Symes, Trevor Ings
and Stella Knight. Stella is our new vice president with her husband
Tony. Questions ranged from fruit trees to pest problems and what to do
with pernicious weeds.
The evening was enjoyed by everyone who attended and plans were
arranged to repeat a similar evening next year.
Saturday the 7th May was the date for our annual plant sale, which
included refreshments and cake stall, and a stall selling gardening bric-abrac which proved extremely popular. The society raised a substantial
amount for the society.
In June nine members are bravely opening their gardens to fellow
members of the society. August will be the annual summer show further
details to follow.
Rosie Ward
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REGULAR ACTIVITIES IN THE OLD SCHOOL VILLAGE
HALL
Contact Fil Cooke to hire the Hall (812665)
Recorder Group: Monday evenings (Sue Pykett 812502)
Pottery Evening Classes: Mondays & Tuesdays (Bill Crumbleholme
812030)
Painting: Tuesday mornings (Maggie Cooke 812665)
Woodcarving: Tuesday evening fortnightly (Robbie Way 813538)
Embroiderers: Wednesdays, monthly (Julia Wykes 833517)
Morris Dancers: Wednesday evenings (Rosemary Massey 782966)
Yoga: Thursday mornings (Barbara Cohen 786821)
Astronomy Group: Friday evenings monthly ( Sheri Barrington
0797 0644637)
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CARMEL DILLON
1931 – 2011
Carmel and her family came to live in Upwey in 1967. She starred in
the Upwey pantomimes in the 1970s and 1980s and memories of her
wonderfully hilarious performances live on. For many, she will forever
be an incomparable „Tinkerbelle‟.
Carmel worked at the Wishing Well from 1981-94 where she was
invaluable – not only as an excellent cook but also as a saleswoman and
an endless source of amusement and entertainment. She was a good
bridge player and played regularly with the Upwey bridge group.
Carmel was always cheerful, full of fun and laughter and will be greatly
missed by all her family and her many friends.
.....................................................................................................................
UPWEY SOCIETY BBQ AT BAYARD BARN
Saturday 27th August (Bank Holiday weekend) 5.30 – 8.30 pm
This event needs manpower – lots!
Contact Anne on 812698 if you can help in anyway
..................................................................................................................
County and Local Councillors
County Councillor: Andy Cooke: 816913, a.cooke@dorsetcc.gov.uk
Local Councillors: Mike Goodman: 815935,
upwey.mike@btinternet.com,
Robbie Dunster, 770863, robbiedunster@yahoo.co.uk
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ITEMS FOR NEXT NEWSLETTER
Thank you all for providing us with a cornucopia of interesting,
amusing or thoughtful articles, reports , Good News and poems. I
would be delighted to receive more items of general interest for the
autumn issue, no later than 30th AUGUST as EMAIL
ATTACHMENTS please. jocelynodriscoll@hotmail.com, or call me
on 07909931944 to discuss.
.

ABACUS
Masonry & Conservation
--------------------------------------------------

David Cornick
Stone Mason
Conservation and Restoration
to Historic Buildings
Traditional Lime Mortars
Stone Repairs
Repointing
Walling
Advice & Consultation

T: 01305 814752 or 01392 879824
mobile : 07825 698507
email:
stonemason@abacusmasonry.co.uk
www.abacusmasonry.co.uk
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SPRINGWATCH AT GOULDS BOTTOM
This event was a huge success. Over 40 people attended – including a
good number of the young! Tom and Luke from the RSPB were
delighted with the whole event and tell us that they regard our „pocket
park‟ as an excellent venue. They have asked if they may use it again –
great news!
Maybe in late June or early July , we will host a moth and bat evening –
look out for posters.
Evelyn Price
‘THE BAKING BIRDS’
Lizzie and Bekki, aka „the Baking Birds‟ are bringing their award
winning range of baked goodies to Upwey. Their ingredients are, we are
told, sourced locally - as far as possible. The venture will be based at the
Foot farm‟s Old Dairy on the Friar Waddon road and they hope to be
open for business in June. They are also planning to start a bread and
cake round in the village shortly.
STOP PRESS!
A Ladies Tea Party will be held in the gardens of Hill House, Upwey,
on Bank Holiday Monday 30th May from 3.30 pm. Phone Annabel on
816551 to reserve a place/details.
We understand the tea will be „sumptuous‟ and a £5 p.p collection will be
made for the Stroke Association.
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OUR NEW BOARD
The sun shone as our President, Angela Lousley, „unveiled‟ the long
awaited local wall map of walks and places of interest in the area in the
presence of invited guests and society members. As John Huggins
mentioned in his short resume, this was as a result of proposals for
improving access and information about local village attractions, and put
forward originally at the 2010 AGM. John himself did much of the
groundwork, with the invaluable help of Sarah Harbige from the South
Dorset Ridgeway Heritage Project (AONB). The artwork was skilfully
and beautifully executed by local artist, Yvonne Lee and the final
production was organised by Paul Sutton from The Gallery. Full funding
was obtained from the AONB, to which we are most grateful for their
support and inspiration. We are also grateful for the help and cooperation
of the Old School committee.
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS IN UPWEY
MAY
28 May – 12 June: Upwey Potters Annual Exhibition and Open Studio
Workshop – daily Old School 10 – 6pm
JUNE
Upwey Potters Exhibition continues to 12 June
18 June: set aside for summer fete – if someone would like to run it! Contact
Evelyn 812282
24 – 26 June: Westfield Arts College Exhibition Old School
JULY
9 – 10 July: UPWEY SOCIETY OPEN GARDENS – 2.30 – 6 p.m.
AUGUST
6 August: St Laurence‟s Summer Fair in Church and Churchyard – watch for
details
20 August: Horticultural Society Summer Show – Memorial Hall 2 p. M
23 – 30 August: Summer Craft Show – Old School daily
27 August: UPWEY SOCIETY BBQ – BAYARD BARN 5.30 – 8.30 pm
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THE UPWEY SOCIETY COMMITTEE
Chairman
Evelyn Price
812282
eveprice.upwey@yahoo
.com
Secretary
John Ramsden 816002
Treasurer
Dave Mountjoy 812897
Membership Carol White
814866
Gee Sutton
815299
Ken Gale
812520
Mike Goodman 815935
Helen Goodman 815935
John Huggins 813243
Jackie Johnson 813921
Sue Mountjoy 812897
Gwen Nayler
812242
Anne Prendergast 812698
Wendy Sams
814253
Debbie Carpanini 816069
Please don‟t hesitate to contact any of us with your queries, suggestions
or, perish the thought, complaints.
If you would like to join the Upwey Society just fill in the little form
below and send or give to Carol White, 48 Elwell Street.
I/We would like to join the Upwey Society
Name
Address

Tel No:
email:
I/We enclose the annual Subscription Fee of £3 per household for
the coming year/ £9 for the next 3 years.(please delete as
appropriate)
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