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President Angela Lousley 

Spring 2011 

 

 Snowdrops have brought the first signs of Spring to Upwey –but what a 

wonderful white Christmas we had – although a little cold for many .This  

snowman in the Churchyard brought  a smile on one of the coldest days! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YOUR CHAIRMAN WRITES: 

 

Chatting with a resident who lives on the east side of Dorchester Road 

the other day, he said how much he was looking forward to becoming 

more a part of the village once the “Great Divide” has been abolished. At 

the time of writing, the new road still has not opened, Upwey has not 
quite yet become a „destination‟  but  - it will be!  There‟s a lot to look 
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forward to.  We did a lot of letter-writing to the County people about the 

arrangements for the existing Dorchester Road and wonder what we‟ll 

get. 

Our Society has been very active over the winter months, starting with 

Bonfire Night in November when a greater crowd than ever before turned 

up. There‟s clearly something right we‟re doing there. We took part in 

the excellent History Exhibition which was mounted by Sue Virgin at the 

Memorial Hall in late November, providing refreshments for the many 

visitors from near and far who turned up to recall Upwey and Broadwey 

in earlier days. Those who were unable to attend this event surely missed 

a treat, perhaps we shall be able to persuade Sue to repeat the exhibition 

sometime in the not too distant future. 

The Christmas Party was again very popular and it was quite amazing 

how many people turned out in the snow to join us. And we hear that 

everyone slithered home again quite happily! 

Environmental matters have been very much in our minds in these last 

months and work has been done to tidy up some of the footpaths, replace 

broken stiles and mend gates. John Huggins has been largely responsible 

for all this and there is more work in progress – he has written a report 

further on in this newsletter. Thank you to those who helped – welcome 

all volunteers,  there are going to be lots of opportunities out -of-doors 

this year. Our lovely Upwey responds well to the care being lavished on 

it. 

Our AGM takes place at the Old School on Thursday March 10 at 

7.30pm. It will follow the usual  pattern, do come if you can, hear about 

the activities and proposals of your Society, contribute your thoughts and 

enjoy wine and nice nibbles with other members.  There are some 

vacancies on the committee and we would greatly welcome some new 

members if you feel you would like to join us. Please ring John Ramsden 

on 816002. If you are proposing someone else, please make sure they are 

happy to be put forward. 

Spring and Summer on the horizon, lots happening – keep in touch! 

  

CHORUSES FROM THE MESSIAH 

In October, singers came to St Laurence Church from all parts of South 

Dorset to sing selected choruses from Handel‟s Messiah.  Sue Bruce-
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Payne, the church‟s organist directed the singing and her husband, David, 

played the organ for this event. 

Sue‟s worst fear was that there might be too many sopranos and no 

basses but  in the event a well balanced choir rehearsed willingly for an 

hour and a half before breaking for tea in the Old School, where they 

were joined by the audience for the evening concert.  One hundred and 

twenty filled the church for the performance.  The six items finished with 

the resounding Hallelujah chorus, the finishing touch being added by 

Catriona Christie , a pupil at Thomas Hardye School. 

This very enjoyable event had a purpose – to raise a donation to the 

Dorset Historic Churches Trust.  The resulting £850 was given in 

gratitude for the generous grant given by the Trust towards the 

restoration of the windows of the church.  Many people are hoping that 

the Bruce-Paynes may do something like this again soon – just because 

we all enjoyed being able to sing together! 

Pru Bollam 

EMBROIDERY EXHIBITION 

On Wednesday 24
th

 November, The Weymouth & Portland branch of the 

West Country Embroiders held their annual exhibition at The Old 

School, Upwey.  Members not only produce beautiful traditional 

embroidery but also  make objects which may surprise such as machine 

embroidered bags, collages, beadwork and many other interesting items. 

Our oldest member is 99 years old and still producing exquisite work! 

Members were able to demonstrate ongoing work and to chat to visitors 

about our work.  Although we meet every month in The Old School, 

membership is so popular that, sadly,  the waiting list  is closed. 

Rosie Ward 
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UPWEY & BROADWEY HISTORY EXHIBITION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Upwey & Broadwey History Weekend  in November proved to be a 

great success in many ways:  there was lots of chatting to catch up with 

people who hadn‟t seen each other for some time, memories revived by 

the pictures on display and lots of questions from people wanting to 

know more about their houses. 

People brought in photos and information to be added to the history 

collection. The Mayor of Portland  paid a visit and can be seen above, 

with Sue Virgin, studying one of the displays.  Refreshments were a real 

community effort, co-ordinated by Evelyn Price. 

If you find any photos/information you think may be of interest to the 

collection, do please contact Sue Virgin on 01305 267759  or at 

sue.virgin@gma.com 

mailto:sue.virgin@gma.com
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 NEWS FROM THE RIVER BANK 

In the early hours of Wednesday 27
th

 October at approximately 4 am, I 

was awoken by squeaking noises and I immediately thought that perhaps 

burglars were about, our neighbour having lost the lead from his roof 

some months previously.   

I went to look out of the window and noticed that the river noise was 

different from normal.  Fortunately there is a street lamp outside our 

house and when I looked down into the river I saw movement in the 

weeds.  Peering more closely, I could see that, in fact, what was causing 

the noises were the delighted cries of otters partaking of an eel feast!  I 

think there were three, which I presume was a mother with her cubs.  I 

could hardly believe my eyes – and to prove that I was not dreaming, I 

woke Richard.  We both watched them for some time and then left them 

to their early breakfast and returned to our slumbers!. 

Sue Willett 

Following media reports last year of difficulties in obtaining mortgage 

funds where the notorious Japanese Knot Weed has been found  within 

the grounds of properties being surveyed, David Hughes explains that: 

WEEDS ARE NOT ALL BAD! 

Gardening can be annoying and frustrating at times,, particularly by the 

persistent weeds we find growing so healthily in our gardens.  It seems 

that each garden has its favourite – one has couch grass, another 

bindweed and another, ground elder – all invasive and extremely difficult 

to eradicate. 

The Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981) has tried to limit the spread of a 

number of invasive plants by making it an offence to release certain ones 

into the wild.  These include the common wild Rhododendron (R. 

ponticum), which smothers native plants in the heathland where it 

flourishes;  four Cotoneaster varieties, the Hottentot fig, Gunnera and 

many others, including Japanese Knotweed.  This weed is particularly 

difficult to control due to its frantic rate of summer growth.  Its roots and 

shoots can even penetrate concrete! Giant Hogweed can quickly smother 

native vegetation and if handed, can cause a severe skin rash.  Balsam 

Touch-me-not is found in many Dorset riverside habitats and causes 
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havoc also by quickly smothering native plants.  Many children have 

played happily on river banks with the seed pods‟ distributing 

mechanism but, when touched, they can explode dramatically, propelling 

the seeds for some distance.  They are then dispersed down water 

courses, spreading rapidly. 

Looking further afield to the tropics, we find the Water Hyacinth.  This 

floats on the surface of rivers and lakes, rapidly blocking out light and 

smothering fish stocks as well as halting the flow of rivers and irrigation 

canals. On the positive side, it has attractive blue flowers and can form a 

useful source of raw material for composting when such lakes and canals 

are dredged. 

Spear grass of „Lalang‟ resembles an enormous couch grass.  Its creeping 

rhizomes spread rapidly in fallow land, completely overwhelms other 

plants.  On the other hand, it can restore the fertility of soils worn out by 

constant cropping and in many regions of Africa, it can form part of the 

cycle of shifting cultivation. 

So what are weeds and how can they be controlled? 

The simple answer is that a weed is a plant growing in the wrong place.  

A good example would be after  crop of potatoes is grown and the area 

planted later with, for example, cabbages.  „Volunteer‟ potatoes often 

have the habit of arriving uninvited, from unharvested tubers, spoiling 

the lines of „wanted‟ vegetables. Weeds can be controlled organically by 

continual removal of creeping rhizomes .  If we follow the non-organic 

route, we have access to chemicals such as RoundUp, which is absorbed 

by the leaves, eventually killing the weed, often only after repeated 

applications . Next time you reach for the garden fork or the herbicide 

bottle, spare a thought for the weeds of the tropics that have a useful role 

as a compost material, restoring fertility to worn out soils. 

UPWEY AND MY FAMILY--A HISTORY 

 

My name is Richard Martin and my wife, Marion and I live in West 

Sussex buy my family originally came from Sutton.  This is the story of 

our association with Upwey. 
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My Great Uncle, Joseph Boyce, Joe, was a dispatch rider during the First 

World War but was blinded during a German poison gas attack.  

Following repatriating to England and rehabilitation and retraining by the 

Institute for Blind‟s hospital, the Institute arranged for Joe‟s family to 

move to 10 Short lands Road, Upwey and provided a fitted out workshop 

in the garden where Joe produced parts for furniture. 

As Joe and his family settled into their new surroundings, he met and 

became friends with Fredrick Williams who worked for Barbers, the 

Elwell Street grocer.  Fred would visit Joe on a Sunday to read the 

newspapers to him and to help in his workshop. 

Joe had a sister, Margaret. And in due course she came down to visit Joe 

from Sutton.  It was during this visit that she was introduced to Fred and, 

by all accounts, it was love at first sight.  Margaret never returned to live 

in Sutton and in due course, she and Fred married. 

Margaret (Aunt Mag) was an excellent cook and before marring Fred 

held the position as live in cook for the owners of Brook House, Church 

Street.  I understand that on more than one occasion T.E. Lawrence was a 

dinner guest at the house and would go down to the kitchen to thank 

Aunt Mag personally for the meals she had prepared. 

After their marriage, they lived in a flat on the top floor of the house next 

to Barbers but, when their daughter Jan was born, they moved to 74 

Elwell Street and the family remained there until 1937.  Jean was 5 years 

old at this time and the family had the opportunity to move again, this 

time to 2 Goulds Hill.  In some ways this was a good move because the 

rent was 6d (2 1/2p in today‟s money) a week cheaper.  A lot of money in 

those days.  However, it came at the cost of only having a bucket toilet, 

no hot water and oil lamps.  It was many years before the main utilities 

were installed. 

At the outbreak of the Second World War, Fred was enlisted into the 

Civil Defence and also left Barbers and joined the local council as a 

dustman, a job he did for the remainder of his working life.  Although his 

first name was Frederick, he was always known as Billy and I knew him 

as Uncle Bill. Joe also had a brother, Percy and whilst events were 

unfolding in Upwey, Percy met and married Winifred Cole. Percy and 
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Winnie (my Grandad  and Nan) had two daughters, the elder also 

Winifred and the  younger Myrtle, my Mum.  Each year during the 

summer, Percy‟s family would travel down from Sutton and stay with 

Aunt Mag and Uncle Bill. 

When Myrtle was about 11 years old she met a boy in Sutton called 

Donald Martin (my Dad) who was about 10 .This was also a case of love 

at first sight and during their teenage years Donald came to Upwey on 

holiday with Myrtle‟s family. During the War, Myrtle and Donald would 

stroll through the village, over Windsbatch and the Ridgeway when on 

holiday.  They recall the preparations for D-Day and an American Army 

unit laundry being based in the fields at the bottom of Elwell Street – and 

not being able to look out of sea when walking along Weymouth 

promenade. They were only separated in 1944 when Donald received his 

call-up papers and spent his military service in the Middle East .In 1948 

Myrtle and Donald were married and spent their honeymoon with Aunt 

Mag and Uncle Bill. 

Richard Martin 

(Editor‟s Note:  Richard‟s fascinating family  memoirs to be 

concluded in the Summer Newsletter – don‟t miss it!) 

 

WINE QUIZ 

So you think you know your wines? 

 Come with your friends and test your skills 

 “Call my bluff” style quiz 

 

When? FRIDAY 8
TH

 APRIL – 7.30 pm 

Where? OLD SCHOOL VILLAGE HALL 

How much? -£10 to include tasting wines and supper of local 

produce. 

 

Tickets from John Huggins: Tel: 813243 or john-

huggins@btconnect.com 

mailto:john-huggins@btconnect.com
mailto:john-huggins@btconnect.com
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UPWEY GOLF  

DARTMOUTH GOLFING BREAK 

 

Well, as planned, and undaunted by the weather on December 8
th

, 18 

intrepid travellers from the village went off to Dartmouth for a few days 

golfing. Well that was the plan and to some small extent it was fulfilled. 

We went to Dartmouth; we stayed at the Dartmouth Golf and Country 

Club; and 12 of us played what can only loosely be described as golf. 

The course was so frozen that we could not pierce the ground to put a tee 

peg in and the lakes were frozen over which proved lucky and useful for 

some who hit the (one-time) water and skidded like a Barnes Wallis 

bouncing bomb into the distance. But the sunshine was bright and the 
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views over the Dart Valley were gorgeous and of course for those of us 

not playing too well we had readymade excuses.   

A few of the luckier among us had arranged to have facial treatments or 

massages instead of golf and after playing 9 holes on Wednesday in those 

freezing conditions, the warm pool, the Jacuzzi, the steam room and the 

sauna were so much more enjoyable. All these amenities were available 

under the same roof as the bar and the bedrooms. I think that every 

facility was sampled on the first day and the bar was far and away the 

most popular of those 

 On Thursday we played a full 18 holes on the championship course and 

although the conditions were better and we drove around in buggies, the 

quality of the golf was affected – I know some of you might say that it 

was improved. I am content to say that, with the assistance of the frozen 

fairways, some of us would have out driven Tiger Woods that day!  

It is just as well that the golf was not the most important feature of the 3 

day break as it was so hampered by the weather, but the accommodation 

was excellent; the double rooms were very superbly equipped; the beds 

were huge and the en-suite bathrooms beautifully appointed. You could 

not fault the accommodation which was ideally located within the 

clubhouse complex. We ate in the clubhouse from a menu that was 

changed daily and sufficiently varied to appeal to all. 

Perhaps the most attractive feature of the whole venture was that we had 

this superb accommodation for 2 nights, bed and breakfast on one night 

and bed, breakfast and evening dinner on the second night, together with 

up to 3 rounds of golf or some spa treatment for just £65 each. It was the 

best value golfing trip I have ever been on and really can‟t wait for the 

next. 

George White 

UPWEY SOCIETY ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Thursday, 10 March, 7.30pm 

Wine and nice nibbles. 
Old School Village Hall 
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PUMP COTTAGE   BED AND BREAKFAST 
 Friar Waddon Road. 

 

 Pets Welcome, Children welcome.  
  All locally sourced food. 
  Ample parking and gardens. 
  Very Peaceful! 
(Also Thelma’s Cottage 
   Self Catering) 
 

Phone John and Angela Ramsden on 01305 816002 for more details 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS IN UPWEY 

March 
Thur.    10  Upwey Society.  AGM.  Old School. 7.30pm. wine and 

   nibbles.„ 

Fri.        11         St Patrick‟s Day Party. Details – George White, 814866 

w/e    12/13        Craft workshops, Bill Crumbleholme,  812030 

Thur.    17         Old School Village Hall AGM, 7.00pm 

Sat.       19          Horticultural Society Spring Show. Memorial  Hall. 2.00pm.  

w/e    25/27        Art exhibition, details,- Maggie Cooke, 812665 

Thur.    31           Presentation “Klondike Gold Rush 1898” Old School, 7.30pm. 

                            776695 

April 
w/e     1 /2         “Who‟s fooling who?” unique conceptual modern art exhibition 

  

Fri.         8           Upwey Society.  Wine tasting, „Call my Bluff‟.  

w/e    16/17       Craft workshops, Bill Crumbleholme, 812030. 

w/e    22/25     Beer Festival at the Royal Standard, Dorchester Rd.  Contact 

  812558 for details 

w/e     23/25      Nicola Cooke Art exhibition. Old School,  

week  27/29       Making Well-dressing -   all welcome, all day. 

Sat        30         Installation of Well-dressing with associated Rustic 

 celebrations  midday. 

Sat       30           Upwey Society “Not the Royal Wedding Reception” Wabey 

 House garden,2.30-5. 

May 
Sat.        7           St. Laurence Church Spring Sale. Old School, 10.00am 

w/e     14/15       Felt making workshop. Details, Di Pattinson 813539 

Wed      18     Upwey Society  “Springwatch in Upwey”  Goulds Bottom 

 Park  6.30pm 

 Weeks 28/June 12   Upwey Potters annual exhibition. Old School, daily. 

June 

 

Until     12          Upwey Potters exhibition continues 

Sat.      18      Set aside for Summer Fete if anyone would like to run it. 

 Contact Evelyn 812282 

w/e     25/26      Westfield Arts College, exhibition of students‟work. 

July 

w/e     9/10         Upwey Society Open Gardens.  2.30-6.00pm each day 

week 23/30        Summer Craft Show. Old School. Daily. 

August   27        Upwey Society BBQ. Bayard Barn. 6.00pm. 
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RELIEF ROAD CHARITY WALK 

SUNDAY 12
TH

 DECEMBER 

Slightly on the spur of the moment, we decided to take this “once in a 

lifetime” opportunity to do the 6 km walk in aid of the Weldmar Hospice. 

Princess Anne had „ opened‟ the road the previous Friday i.e. had driven 

her black Range Rover down part of it! We subjects (ratepayers) were 

then allowed to tread the hallowed tarmac two days later. 

Sunday dawned as a perfect winter‟s day with a clear blue sky and mild 

temperatures. We drove to the start which was up by the new „green 

bridge‟ on the ridge. It was already clear that there was going to be a 

large turnout, judging by the number of cars parked along the old Came 

Down Road. 

Our party comprised Sally and me plus brother, Paul and Poppy, our 

highly disciplined lab (on a lead much to her disgust!)We had thought 

that we would be walking down to Morrisons and had provisions enough 

to allow for such an arduous outing. Imagine our disappointment when 

turned back by Health & Safety considerations at Littlemoor owing to the 

non-completion of the junction! However, the walk back uphill certainly 

provided some decent aerobic exercise although pulling assistance from 

„highly disciplined lab.‟ was sometimes welcome. The walk did provide 

some interesting and unfamiliar views and was a great fund-raising 
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success as some 1500 people took part at £10 per head. Thanks to 

Skanska and Dorset CC for the experience! 

John Huggins 

NOTES FROM THE VILLAGE  HALL 

 I thought this might be a good moment to keep you informed of some of 

the things the committee have been up to recently. 
 

No doubt most of you will have noticed the new white china at the hall. 

A great deal of the blue china had been broken over the years and when 

an inventory was done we found we had quite a motley collection!  Not a 

very good  advertisement for the care of the hall.  We tried to find 

something to match or complement the blue but it was impossible; hence 

the white, which, we hope, will be easier to replace. We also bought 80 

sets of cutlery. The blue china is safely stowed in the kitchen, available 

when extra is needed. From that we went to the more mundane and have 

purchased a floor polisher in the hope that this will help to keep the black 

marks down. The marks are caused by the corners of the table rubbing 

when they are put up and taken down. So far we have not found a 

solution to this. 

 

Awareness  of the boiler‟s increasing age has led to a small sub 

committee being set up to investigate efficient ways of heating the hall. It 

may well be that we will have a modern more efficient boiler but it 

seemed an appropriate time to investigate the means and costs of more 

eco- friendly heating. 

 

During the autumn Bill Crumbleholme held a series of craft workshops 

for different crafts and as a result we have at least one new class starting 

and possibly others, which is good news. 

 

Finally it is that time of year again! The Village Hall AGM will be  at the 

hall on Wednesday 17
th

 March 2011 at 7.30pm. We would love to see all 

of you there and hope that one or two might join us on the committee. 

Pam Dickinson 
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YOUR HELP URGENTLY NEEDED. FOR  SUMMER CRAFT 

SHOW 

Saturday 23
rd

 to Sunday 31
st
 July 

As you know, the reason for running the Craft Show for over 30 years 

has been to give enjoyment and interest to everyone but also to raise 

much needed funds for the Village Hall. Each year we raise around a 

thousand pounds which helps enormously towards the upkeep of the hall 

.Recently we have become a diminishing number doing all the 

preparation  -  and this year two of our longest serving members will not 

be able to take part. This leaves just three of us,  one of whom doesn‟t 

even live in the village but wants the Show to continue. 

! 

The early arranging is more or less taken care of but if someone would be 

able to do some of the publicity it would be an enormous help, e.g:  

delivering posters to various places in Dorchester and Weymouth. Then 

we would like‟ people power‟ to help get the tables out and prepare them 

on Wednesday 20
th

 July about 5pm. The more people, the quicker it gets 

done. Tea/ coffee and biscuits provided! 

.Lastly, the Rota.  Exhibitors each do three, four hour stints through the 

week but it does tend to leave spaces for which we need 3 extra people. If 

you can‟t manage four hours I am sure we can accommodate a few  two 

hour stints.  It involves sitting at the desk and taking money , recording it, 

selling raffle tickets and generally keeping an eye on things. You will 

have congenial company ! 

. It just needs a few  people to give up a little time . It is your village 

hall and many of you use it so PLEASE help us to keep raising the 

money towards its upkeep. Please get in touch with me, Pam 

Dickinson tel.812861,  mob.07702805790 or e mail me at 

pam.dickinson@virgin.net 
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W4 Projects 
ARCHITECTURAL CONSULTANTS   

Delivering innovative and 
practical designs for the 

ultimate in living & working 
space solutions 

CAD Design & Drawings 
•   Planning and Building Regulation 

Approval 

•   Residential and Office Space 

•   Kitchen and Bathroom Design 

Call Neil Worthington DipArch 
tel 01305 814589 or 07957 212777 
email:mail@www.w4projects.co.uk 

www.w4projects.co.uk 

 

 

http://www.w4projects.co.uk/
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FOOTPATHS UPDATE 

Our project for improving access has made some progress and a small 

(3!) working party carried out some clearance of the path above Spring 

Cottage in October. Large logs of fallen timber were cleared as were the 

larger stones that had created ankle-turning hazards. 

We have also managed to gain some support from the County Council 

for some surface repair work and stile improvement. We hope that the 

latter may lead to the replacement of at least one stile with a stock-proof 

“kissing gate” and renewal of another couple of gates. 

The other aim is the erection of an Information Board at the Old School. 

This would display footpath access information in a graphic form 

together with local historical background. The Ridgeway AONB project 

can assist us as to content and a meeting has been held with their 

representative .We hope to have made some real progress by Spring 

2011. 

John Huggins 

 

KEEP US IN THE LOOP! 

It is always helpful to have some idea of when you are planning an event 

in the village so  we invite you to send dates and brief details of anything 

of public interest  just as soon as you can, to Evelyn Price on 812282 

 

UPWEY SOCIETY‟S „SPRINGWATCH IN UPWEY‟ 

GOULDS BOTTOM PARK  

Wed 18
th

 May 6.30pm 

Bring binoculars, notebooks, wellies and all the family! 
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REGULAR ACTIVITIES IN THE OLD SCHOOL VILLAGE 

HALL      Contact Fil Cooke to hire the Hall (812665) 

Recorder Group:  Monday evenings (Sue Pykett 812502) 

Pottery Evening Classes:  Mondays & Tuesdays (Bill Crumbleholme 

812030) 

Painting:  Tuesday mornings (Maggie Cooke 812665) 

Woodcarving:  Tuesday evening fortnightly (Robbie Way 813538) 

Embroiderers:  Wednesdays, monthly (Julia Wykes 833517)  

 Morris Dancers:  Wednesday evenings (Rosemary Massey 782966) 

Yoga:  Thursday mornings(Barbara Cohen 786821) 

  Astronomy Group:  Friday evenings monthly( Sheri Barrington 

0797 0644637) 
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NOW YOU‟VE GONE 

 

Did you walk, now you‟ve gone, on paths where once we walked 

And glanced in windows of places where once we lived 

To see ourselves and children as once we talked 

Mere part of Life‟s tapestry for always? 

 

Did you sweep, now you‟ve gone, over fields and floods 

And seek solace in the sun, the rain and wind? 

Do you still wish for the silence of the woods 

Where talk would die and hands grasp close again 

? 

Did you fly, now you‟ve gone, at speed straight and true 

Where now you can see the Answer to all? 

Did you weep for us as we still weep for you 

Through the long years ahead, until we meet again? 

 

Does your spirit, now you‟ve gone, move silently and ponder 

On scenes of life on far distant shores, 

While creatures gaze at you in silent wonder 

At the timeless affinity you now can share? 

 

Did you hasten, now you‟ve gone, to the vastness of space 

„Midst the wondrous sight of planets and stars, 

Where the secrets of life unfold to your face 

And the Power that made you slowly awaits your return? 

 

John 

 

ITEMS FOR NEXT NEWSLETTER 

Thank you all for providing us with such interesting, amusing or 

thoughtful articles, reports and poems.   I would be SO pleased to 

receive items of general interest for the Summer issue, no later than 

1
st
 MAY as EMAIL ATTACHMENTS please. 

jocelynodriscoll@hotmail.com, 07909931944 

mailto:jocelynodriscoll@hotmail.com
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It seems one‟s every needs can be met in Upwey – well, almost. We are 

amazed by the number of businesses there are in this comparatively small 

area and delighted to welcome those who choose to advertise their goods 

and services in our newsletter. Some have been with us for a long time, 

others are new, all have something to offer of value and interest. 

Perhaps first among these must be the Broadwey Village Stores – our 

only and well-stocked local grocery, newsagent, off-licence and 

generally useful shop. Peter and Janet Blakey have had a tough time 

keeping the show on the road while all the building of the Relief Road 

has been going on, but soon that will all be over and access made easier. 

Good luck to them – we need you! 

There‟s a great range of building services, materials and expertise 

available in Upwey.  Neil Worthington at W4Projects is an architectural 

consultant who can advise on planning and design, – that extension you 

were thinking about? – and he knows the ins and outs of the mass of 

regulations.  And you can call on David at Southill Electrical who 

knows all about amps and volts. If stonemasonry is what you‟re seeking,  

then  get in touch with Dave Cornick  at Abacus Masonry – he can 

unlock the mysteries to show the beauty of stone and use it finely. And if 

you can‟t find quite enough space for all your stuff, or you‟re moving 

away temporarily, good storage facilities can be found at Cacklebury 

Farm. 

Upwey is a well-known centre for arts and crafts, and a number of the 

artists have studios and run classes here. Amongst them is Mark 

Vyvyan-Penny whose imaginative and beautiful wood-carvings grace 

many a home; he runs classes for those who would like to have a go. 

Art-to-Card  is the business Paul and Gee Sutton run at their beautiful  

new Gallery-on-the-Wey converted from the ugly old disused toilet 

block beside the Wishing Well. 

Refreshments may be needed  - try a pint of the product of Phil 

Anderson‟s mini-brewery at the Royal Standard and enjoy good food to 

soak it up: it‟s becoming very popular and is another venue which will 

particularly benefit when the new road opens. Further up on Ridgeway is 

the Old Ship Inn run by the well-trained hands of Danny, Sara and 

Gareth – always a lot going on there. For tea and delicious cakes, coffee 

and lunches, it would be difficult to find a better place than the Wishing 

Well where the gardens beckon and the River Wey runs sweetly. If you 



 23 

have visitors, extra accommodation can be found at Pump Cottage 

where John and Angela Ramsden welcome guests for comfortable bed 

and super breakfast, in a peaceful location. 

From time to time, one needs a little help. If your feet aren‟t doing their 

stuff well enough, call on Pauline Hill at the Foot Clinic, she‟s highly 

qualified and has been in practice locally for 16 years. And when your 

world needs a boost and a listening ear, Counsellor Chris Cornick may 

be just the person, find her in her quiet and gentle rooms. 

Old age creeps up on all of us and when we feel we can no longer cope 

alone, Ingleside Care Home may be just the place. With 15 rooms, 

proprietor Chris Webb, manager Anne-Marie Raisbeck and their well-

trained and qualified staff offer a warm, safe, sympathetic and 

encouraging environment in which to spend comfortably one‟s declining 

days. Ingleside has been running for 25 years and is the only care home 

left in our immediate area, most of the residents come from the 

neighbourhood – it‟s just another short move.  

To all our advertisers, we wish you well and thank you for supporting our 

newsletter. We‟ll support your enterprise wherever we can. 

Evelyn Price 

ABACUS 
Masonry & Conservation 

-------------------------------------------------- 

David Cornick  

Stone Mason 
Conservation and Restoration  

to Historic Buildings 
 

Traditional Lime Mortars 

Stone Repairs 

Repointing 

Walling 
 

Advice & Consultation 
 

T: 01305 814752 or 01392 879824 

   mobile : 07825 698507 

email: 

stonemason@abacusmasonry.co.uk 

www.abacusmasonry.co.uk 
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UPWEY AND BROADWEY DISTRICT 

HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 
Another busy year!  March 2010 saw our annual spring show at the 

Memorial Hall when we were pleased at the number of entries, even 

though many plants were late due to the hard winter.  The daffodil 

exhibits were prolific and up to the usual high   standard.  Prizes were 

presented by our President, Brian Marsh Ros Gant was confirmed as our 

chairperson and other officers elected for the year ahead at our AGM  in 

April when members also held their own mini show to which they 

brought plants and blooms 

 

Our annual plant sale was held in May when a used gardening book stall 

and a gardening bric a brac stall were introduced.  Both were kept busy 

and contributed substantially to the record amount of money raised.  The 

delicious homemade cake stall was another success, as was the tombola 

manned by Sheila and Colin Seal. 

 

August saw our annual plant sale, which again was well attended and 

exhibits were of a high standard.  There is always room for novices and 

first timers to exhibit.  Members are keen that everyone feels they can 

contribute to the shows, even if they are not expert gardeners. Handicraft, 

photography and cake making are some of the other exhibit classes  

available.We held our Harvest Supper at The John Gregory in October – 

an hilarious evening attended by 20 of us, and.  Faith Henshilshaw served 

us a delicious buffet at our Christmas party in December. 

 

2010 saw the closure of Preston Gardening Club and we were pleased to 

welcome some of their members to our society. Sadly, |Mary Howard, a 

long serving and respected member, passed away in 2010. 

 

On May 5
th

 this year, we are holding a question and answer evening at 

7.30 at St Nicholas School, Broadwey.  All are welcome. 

Monthly meetings are on first Thursday at St. Nicholas School at 7.30, 

new members welcome.   We look forward to our Spring show and 

schedules can be obtained from Eve Morris on  813942 

Here‟s to another gardening year and good fellowship! 

Rosie Ward 



 25 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nurdle Ho!! A Warning To Innocent Parishioners by Albert The 

Tall 

Such is the cry that do be heard echoing round the Ridgeway when the 

local Nurdlers are out and about. It is oft accompanied by the sound of 

wood on iron, as nurdles are hit with fenders, with a cheer or blasphemy 

also ringing out - depending on the skill of the players. 

If you are  in the vicinity of that cacophony, you would be wise to watch 

out for an approaching string of brightly garbed people - take to your 

heels or shelter safely until they have  passed. If the‟ Sergeants‟ are 

alerted and the players are within earshot, you should hear a sounding 

device and a warning shout of “Here be Strangers! Cease the Nurdling!”. 

The danger will subside until you are out of target range. In desperation, 

you can shout that phrase yourself, as an incantation against injury ( but 

beware the rogue, trying to sneak in an advantage by hurling the nurdle 

anyways). 
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The cry of‟ Nurdle Ho!‟ must be shouted by the thrower just before the 

nurdle is projected skywards;  it warns everyone about the chance of 

imminent impact. 'Tis pointless to attempt to set out the rules of nurdling 

- or nurdlyng - the only way to understand what goes on is to join in and 

keep your head down until it becomes clearer!  Suffice it to say that two 

teams, called droves, attempt to progress their own nurdle, a rounded 

lump of wood the size of a man's fist, along the‟ alley‟, a designated 

pathway several miles long. Each participant may carry a‟ fender‟, 

usually a metal dustbin lid , which performs as a shield and a  racket. 

This offers both  protection and a chance to deflect the nurdle into the‟ 

rough‟, off the alley, from whence it is retrieved by use of a grouting 

pole.  This being  a wooden spoon lashed to the end of a broom handle 

(although some grouting poles made by craftsmen are so much more than 

that!). 

 You are more likely to encounter nurdlers in their natural habitat – the 

pub! There they can be heard disputing the outcome of a recent tourney, 

(usually arguing about which drove lost, rather than which won!). They 

discuss tactics and compare feats of prowess and perhaps a disputed new 

advancement in equipment. But most of all they enquire “when is the 

next time?” Albert The Tall can be tracked down via the internet, or 

seen wandering the streets of Upwey.  

 

NEW CHAIRMAN NEEDED! 

 Evelyn Price announces: “I have to stand down as your chairman this 

year, having served for the three years according to the Constitution of 

the Society. It has been a most enjoyable experience and I thank you all 

for your support”. 

Nominations for a new chairman should be sent to our secretary, 

John Ramsden before the AGM on 10
th

 March.   
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After 14 years serving the parishes of Upwey, Broadwey, Bincombe and 

Buckland Ripers, our curate, Rev. Pat Jones, is retiring. She remains a 

priest and a much-loved one and  may, after a break, be around for some 

services. 

We thank her for her gentle, kindly ministry and wish her happiness in 

her more relaxed life. 

 

Rev. Pat Jones with Church Warden, Paul Sutcliffe 
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x 

THE UPWEY SOCIETY COMMITTEE 
 
Chairman     Evelyn Price        812282       eveprice.upwey@yahoo .com 
Secretary      John Ramsden    816002 
Treasurer      Dave Mountjoy  812897 
Membership     Carol White        814866 
Gee Sutton       815299               Ken Gale               812520  
Mike Goodman  815935               Helen Goodman  815935 
John Huggins     813243    Jackie Johnson     813921 
Sue Mountjoy    812897      Gwen Nayler       812242 
Anne Prendergast    812698 
 
Please don’t hesitate to contact any of us with your queries, suggestions or, 
perish the thought, complaints. 

 

If you would  like to join the Upwey Society just fill in the little form 

below and send or give to Carol White, 48 Elwell Street. 

I/We would like to join the Upwey Society 

Name  

Address 

 

 

Tel No:  

email:  

I/We enclose the annual Subscription Fee of £2 per household for 

the coming year/ £6 for the next 3 years.(please delete as 

appropriate) 

 


