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President Angela Lousley 

Autumn 2010 

 

Such a lot has happened since we published the last newsletter. You‟ll 

find reports and  articles from our committee and other members of the 

Upwey Society which I hope you will enjoy and feel that the Society is 

working for the benefit of all of us. The newsletter has expanded as more 

people are interested in contributing – don‟t be shy, write and have your 

say! 

Our lovely Open Gardens attracted more people than ever to our village  

– so often we hear visitors say  what a delightful place this is and how 

lucky we are to live here. It doesn‟t happen all by itself – an awful lot of 



 2 

people do a great deal to make it happen. Many thanks to all those who 

opened their gardens and worked like Trojans to do the teas, the car-

parking, the advertising and all the other bits and pieces that need doing. 

We‟ve just enjoyed another brilliant BBQ at Bayard Barn. The Foot 

family farmers again have demonstrated their interest in the well-being of 

the village and their huge generosity in providing the  venue, generator, 

field for parking and, of course, those incredible trailer rides and they 

turned the sunshine on again! This event always comes at the height of 

harvest time which makes it even more special as they‟re working all the 

hours of daylight and beyond to ensure the best provision for the winter 

months and more.   Thank you, Charles, Sam, Joe and all their drivers. 

We tried having a village picnic at Gould‟s Bottom Park at the end of 

July. It was a nice afternoon, the park had been mown and looked good – 

thank you Barry for that   Lizzie and Bekkie had baked a  splendid  cake, 

which Jackie iced beautifully, and enough people showed up to make it a 

pleasant event. It would be good to hold this again, perhaps in the late 

springtime when the cowslips are out . 

The footpath map we published with the summer newsletter has proved 

very popular and more people have been seen walking our paths. Work 

has been done to make sure they are accessible  and we shall be doing 

more to provide information.  Thank you everyone for all the effort, 

there‟s more needed - get in touch with John Huggins if you feel you can 

help. 

Sometime in November (hopefully) and then for several weeks, Upwey is 

likely to be very quiet. We‟re told the Dorchester Road Relief Road will 

be open from the Dorchester end to the Littlemoor junction. However,  

the slip road onto it from Upwey and Bincombe will not be completed 

until March or thereabouts.  We really should celebrate this in some way!  

Any ideas? 

The next newsletter will be out towards the end of February, so I‟ll sign 

off with Happy Christmas, everyone. 

Evelyn  Price, Chairman 
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THE PICNIC AT GOULD’S BOTTOM 

After a night of heavy rain, the afternoon had cleared to true picnic 

weather. Clear blue sky and no wind.  

At three thirty Gould‟s Bottom was 

still quiet. Just a gazebo with 

bunting, sheltering a small table 

and a large cake. The cake had 

been laid out with a yellow table 

cloth and a tiny picnic. Tea cups, 

sugar bowl, cucumber sandwiches 

and a bright yellow tea pot 

At four o‟clock people began 

gathering.  Some dropping in on their way to the Ridgeway events; others 

carrying baskets, blankets, fizzy drink and bags full of scones and tasty 

goodies. These were true British picnickers! Grandchildren from the 

village and beyond pushed through the gate, eager to make new friends 

and enjoy themselves. 

The delicious cake (made by Lizzie and Bekkie) was cut, and everyone 

had a slice, some lucky ones getting a piece of Jackie Johnson‟s tiny 

decorative miniature sandwiches. The picnic area has been tended well, 

so everyone could find some clear grass to spread out their blankets, 

surrounded by  a profusion of butterflies and bees that seem to be at 

home there. For some, it was their first visit, and they were surprised to 

find it so quiet from the road. A private and restful place. 

It was a truly village affair. One to be repeated, I hope!  

Annabel Broome 
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 GOLF CAN BE SUCH A FRUSTRATING GAME 

Summertime is always the best time of year for golf, and it is – 

sometimes.  It is when the weather is good,  last year‟s fashion shorts 

come out and the mornings are lighter and brighter.  It‟s just that golf  

gets in the way of total enjoyment.  Life would be far more harmonious if 

we could just gather on the first tee, be  pleased  to see one another, talk 

about who is missing and then go for a walk without ever striking a ball.  

We would never be embarrassed about how bad  a  shot is:  there would 

be no confusion over who put what ball in the hat; faces might have 

smiles on them rather than sagging jaws. 

 

Summertime is also the time of year for golf competitions and this year a 

number of us have been involved in.  In June, the Rotary  Club held its‟ 

annual charity event at Weymouth Golf Club and about eight of us from 

the village (plus Roger Willis) entered.  Richard Sams has been known to 

win this competition in previous years – more accurately he has been a 

member of the winning  team.  This time round, none of us distinguished 
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ourselves.  However the day was beautiful and the food afterwards was 

great.  Throughout the meal at our table, there were mutterings of 

intentions not to play next year but I am confident that 12 months will 

dull the recollection.  It is also quite  nice to play a different course now 

and again and provides an acceptable excuse for playing badly – sorry for 

not playing very well.  I must remember to be positive. 

 

Each year we try to  get away for a few days in a large group.  In the past 

we have been to France, to the  golf centre in Devon to the Manor hotel 

and one year about 16 of us went to Ireland for a few days.  This year I 

am going to try to arrange a trip  to Dartmouth  Golf and Country Club 

and I have made a provisional booking for 8
th

 to 10
th

 December.  

Although we risk bad weather and therefore no  golf, it could turn out to 

be successful.  If anyone wishes to join us then do  let me know. 
George White 

 

 

 SUMMER CRAFT SHOW 

 

So the Summer Craft Show is over for another year. We had some new 

exhibitors this year to add to all the interesting people who came last 

year. As well as some lovely studio pottery in fascinating shapes and 

colours, there was some intricate jewellery and also articles made with 

recycled materials. 

 

As always there was the Quilt Raffle. I would like to thank all the 

generous exhibitors who each give me an article for the raffle; this makes 

a huge difference to the number of tickets that we sell, I am sure. People 

seem pleased to think that even if they are not fortunate enough to win 

the quilt,  there are other items which are all beautifully made.  The quilt 

was won by a lady who lives in  Broadwey. She was absolutely 

delighted!  So this is fourth year in succession that it has been won by 

someone local. 

As yet, we are not sure of the financial results of the show. Whilst there 

seemed to be a steady stream of visitors, we didn‟t feel that perhaps so 

much money was spent as last year.  A sign of the times maybe? 
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Two years ago, I explained the history of the quilt raffle and said that we 

were going to try to revive the idea of ladies from the village making it 

again. Last year we were helped by a very experienced lady and learnt a 

huge amount. We were a bit disappointed but understood when she 

explained that she was really too busy to help us this year. So we decided 

that with what we had learnt we might be able to do one ourselves! 

 There are seven of us and we met twice a month to assess progress and 

agree on the next stage. We all agreed on a butterfly theme for this year 

and had a small selection of templates to work from. Each person chose 

material for their butterflies in consultation with the group but the 

interpretation was left to the individual. 

The blocks between the butterflies were kept simple with one material 

used and a butterfly quilted on to it.  

The challenge came in putting together quilt blocks! Not and easy task 

and many thanks are due to Eileen and Linda who took on the unenviable 

task.  Most of the quilt is done by hand but the „sashings‟ (strips of 

material between the blocks) have to be machined on back and front 

simultaneously, not to mention keeping the lines exactly above one 

another. It is quite a feat and took considerable time. 

We were all delighted by the finished quilt and also that it seemed to 

meet with so much approval from everyone. We learnt a great deal and at 

times it was a steep learning curve. So much so that I was not going to 

venture to mention next year! However, when we met for our „end of 

quilt‟ cream tea , I heard murmurings of “next year”  and “perhaps we 

could do it a little differently” so it looks as if we will be thinking of 

another design before too long….  

Pam Dickinson 
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WHO WAS SAINT LAURENCE? 

 

Our church in Upwey is dedicated to St Laurence: this is his story. 

In AD 257 the Roman Emperor Valerian published edicts against the 

Christians. Even Pope Sixtus was seized and martyred with six of his 

deacons. Laurence, the seventh deacon was martyred for days later. So 

much is history. 

Legend tells us that on the day of Sixtus‟ death the prefect of Rome 

spoke to Laurence saying that he understood Christians in their 

ceremonies used silver cups and golden candlesticks. He asked Laurence 

to produce such treasures. 

Laurence answered that he would indeed collect the Church‟s treasures 

but needed a few days to do so. Four days later, having gathered a great 

number of the lame, the blind, the widowed and the children, he invited 

the Prefect to see the Church‟s treasures for himself. Naturally that 

officer was astounded at what he was shown, but Laurence insisted that 

these people were the treasures of the Church. 

Furious, the prefect shouted that the power of Rome could not be thus 

ridiculed, and that Laurence would die for it - but slowly. 
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A massive grid was produced and set over burning coals. Laurence was 

stripped and bound to the rid. So he was given the martyr‟s death he 

clearly wanted, and died for his faith with such bravery that a group of 

the watching senators turned Christian there and then. 

They carried his body for burial by the Via Tiburtina. There, much later, 

the great Emperor Constantine had a chapel built as a token of respect for 

this martyr. The sign of St Laurence is a grid. His day is 10 August. 

Pru Bollam 

With acknowledgements to Edward Scott and Upwey St Laurence PCC 

 

THREE UPWEY RESIDENTS GO  GREEN 

 

Green Energy – Alternative Energy – what is it? 

 

„Green‟ because like the green shoots of spring it comes up  each year?  

„Alternative‟ to what?  The energy we use  comes from our sun.  In the 

last 100 years or so  we have been using what has been laid down in the 

earth over millions of years:  there is no alternative energy – just the way 

we use it. 

 

Perhaps we mean „sustainable energy‟.  This is defined as “causing little 

or no damage to the environment and therefore able to continue for a 

long time”.  We are now capturing the sun‟s energy in more ways – solar 

thermal, solar photo voltaic (PV), wind turbines, wave power, ocean 

currents, tidal and river power (hydro.)  To be sustainable, we need to use 

less energy – back to  pre central heating days perhaps!  Using these new 

technologies, better insulation and reducing draughts will help to keep  

our homes warm and reduce energy bills.  Surplus energy generated is 

fed back into the National Grid and we are paid for this on a scheme 

called the Feed in Tariff (FIT).  There are different rates for different 

technologies but the rates at the time of installation are fixed and 

guaranteed for 25 years.  In subsequent years the rates will be reduced so 

the sooner you start generating the better the pay back.!  To qualify for 

FIT , your installer must be MCS(micro generation certificate) approved.  
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For planning regulations you can refer to the document „Town and 

Country Planning, England, 2008 no.675.! 

 

What has been happening in the village? :  PV, solar thermal and 

hydropower. 

 

Upwey Mill 

 

Upwey Mill has been operating for just over two years using a crossflow 

turbine  generating about 45MWh per year using water from the Wishing 

Well spring that turned the Mill in the past, supplying electricity to the 

mill house and feeding into the national grid.  Hydropower is slowly 

developing  across the UK with Archimedes screw turbines gaining 

favour..  Hydropower is a technology  that produces most energy in the 

winter – an ideal time for home heating.. 
Richard Willett 

 

West Manor in hot water 

 

 

We felt we had to do something.  The old, almost antique, solar panels 

were both useless  and unsightly.  As we have a limited south facing 

unshaded roof area, it was not really an option to go for PV panels.  The 

Planning Department showed an appropriate hesitation (as we‟re Listed) 

but did eventually  consent.  In the event, we decided to have the panels 

put „in roof‟, so that from the garden they look much  more like roof 

lights than solar panels. 

 

It is too soon to say what the savings on our gas bill will be.  When the 

sun is  not out, we seem to need a little encouragement from our boiler to 

get the water to  55 degrees -  but the temperature in the airing cupboard 

rises very satisfyingly  once the cloud cover passes.    We‟ll be happy to 

show off our system to any fellow Upweyovian who  might be interested. 

 

Terry and Alex Landsbert, tel: 816868 
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Cackleberry Farm, Watery Lane 

 

Here we have had 12 PV panels installed.  As we have a south  facing 

roof, it is the perfect location for the panels.  Installation was straight 

forward and only took a day.  Although  there is no longer a Government 

grant available for the installation, we are paid for the electricity we 

generate which is fed back into the national grid.  We also have cheaper 

electricity bills.  The power we use in the house come from the roof 

panels but if it cloudy and we need more than they are generating, then it 

comes from the national grid.  On bright sunny days there is always an 

excess and every three months we are paid for what we have generated. 

 

I think we have spent some of the kid‟s inheritance to help save the 

planet for future generations! 

Di Pattinson 

 

 

 

 

ANCIENT WESSEX NETWORK 

A group of local people have formed the Ancient Wessex Network; they 

are interested in experimenting with ancient techniques of creating things 

that are found in the area and also capturing images of the local 

landscape. They have been exploring the production of pottery, metal 

working and mosaic making. Villagers who made the trek to the 

Ridgeway Festival event in July would have seen some of their activities, 

casting molten pewter and bronze, wood carving and painting.  

Even before he got involved with the Time Team when they filmed at 

Friar Waddon at the end of last century, Bill Crumbleholme – one of the 

Upwey Potters - has been making replicas of bronze and Iron age pottery. 

His explorations with ceramics have lead to making clay tesserea for 

mosaics.  These are used to make panels, such as the hare pictured below, 
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 that was made by Caz Scott. The tesserea have also been used by 

Wyvern School staff and pupils to make signs for their premises and 

villager Adrian Wood is starting a project using them with his training 

work at a local prison! 

 

Many of the best examples of local mosaics from the Roman period have 

ended up in the Dorset County Museum, where the visitors walk across 

them, sometimes without even noticing! That introduces another Upwey 

connection, because Viv Harrison, who works as a volunteer at the 

museum, has spent several months on her knees repairing those mosaics.  

No examples of Roman mosaics have been found in Upwey;  indeed 

there is little evidence for Roman occupation at all! However climate 

changes may enable our hillsides to become vineyards once again. 
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Gwen and John Hampton 

 

 
 

When someone has been living for nearly 90 years in one village, she is 

sure to have many tales to tell and memories of people whose names  

have been heard but  who are now long gone 

Living in the very last house before the hairpin bend are John and 

Gwendoline Hampton : two people whose lives have been lived in 

Upwey for a very long time;  Gwen all her life and John since 1946.   

Gwen was born at Laurel Cottage in  Laurel Lane to the Notley family, 

builders in Upwey, in 1921. She attended local schools, then, having tried 

cake-making as a career, she found she preferred office work and   joined 

the Civil and Military Stores in Weymouth .  
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In 1942, when the Second World War was under way, Gwen joined the 

Land Army,  receiving  4 weeks training at Corfe Castle before returning 

to work at Roger‟s Dairy in Icen Lane.  John arrived on the scene as a 

Royal Marine from London when billeted here for the D-Day Landings 

in 1944. He and his fellow  Marines had been sent out to find their way 

around the neighbourhood, collecting information. He came across the 

milking shed at the Dairy and the girls at work with the cows – there was 

Gwen,   first met under a cow (just hand milking in those days). After the 

campaign in France, John‟s unit went out to the Far East and he had no 

chance to meet Gwen again until demob. They married and had one 

daughter, Ruth, and now two grandchildren and three  great 

grandchildren. 

Special events drew the Upwey villagers together – the planting of a tree 

on the village green, at the  bottom of Stottingwey, to commemorate the 

coronation of George VI ( when was that felled I wonder?) and  sports in 

the field at Westbrook with tea in the barn to celebrate Queen Elizabeth 

II‟s Coronation. Mrs. Kenyon, who was later Mayor of Weymouth, 

called weekly at all the Upwey houses collecting money to help pay for 

the party. 

Amongst her many cherished  memories, Gwen recalls the Royal British 

Legion Remembrance Sunday march accompanied by the sea cadets 

band. One year they would  meet at Gray‟s Corner and march to St. 

Laurence Church  and the following year they mustered at the Royal Oak 

pub and marched to the  Church for the service. The poppy wreath was 

carried and laid by Joe Boyce,  who had been blinded by mustard gas in 

the 1914-18 war  Accompanying him in later years marched Bill Randall, 

an ex-paratrooper of the 1939-45 war.  

When the circus came to town, out ran all the children to watch the 

elephants march, trunk to tail, along the Dorchester Road to Weymouth. 

And the Hunt met at the Wishing Well during the 50s, with a good crowd 

to see them off – a special event in the village calendar 
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  Gwen and John still  take a huge interest in their village – they 

recognize that things change and accept that.  One thing they will notice 

will  be the change in their own environment when the new road opens – 

no more heavy lorries queuing up outside their home and endless traffic 

jams. They both feel  it will be a little strange and will take some getting 

used to! 

Evelyn Price 

 

 

FELT MAKING WORKSHOPS 

As Eileen Sarup has retired from her inspirational felt making classes, I 

have taken on the challenge and am continuing with the creative 

workshops in the village hall.  During these workshops, you can make a 

variety of articles including pictures, wall hangings, bags, scarves and 

vessels, amongst others.  We use merino fleece which has been dyed in 

beautiful colours and the wet felting process can be quite therapeutic! 

The next workshop is on 6
th

 and 7
th

 November. 

 This year I submitted two left pictures to Dorset Arts and Craft 

Association – the show takes place annually at Bovington Middle School 

– and was pleased and surprised to win both a cup  and a gold certificate! 

.If you would like more information, do please contact me   

 Di Pattinson  on 813539  
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DIARY NOTES 

 

 

 

The  Upwey Society BONFIRE NIGHT AND FIREWORKS  to 

be held  on   Saturday  5
TH 

NOVEMBER. 

.  Look out for posters for venue:  Entry Adults £3.50, children £1  

.Just turn up and enjoy the fun! 

 

 and another annual  favourite…. 

 

The Upwey  Society CHRISTMAS PARTY will be held  on Saturday 

18
th

 December, 7 pm for 7.30 pm.  Tickets £12.50 limited to 2 tickets 

per household.  Bookings open Monday 1
st
 November.   

Telephone Evelyn on 812282 or 

 e mail  eveprice.upwey@yahoo.com  

 

ADVANCE NOTICE FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

Upwey Society AGM  Thursday 10 March 2011 

mailto:eveprice.upwey@yahoo.com
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 PUMP COTTAGE   BED AND BREAKFAST 
   Friar Waddon Road. 

 

  Pets Welcome, Children welcome. 
         All locally sourced food. 
      Ample parking and gardens. 
               Very Peaceful! 
(Also Thelma’s Cottage Self Catering) 
 
 

Phone John and Angela Ramsden on 01305 816002 for more details 
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Haywain ride to the barbecue… 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS IN UPWEY 

23 October: Village Footpath Improvements –VOLUNTEERS 

needed please – meet at Old School at 2.15 pm for a little light 

exercise! 

30 October: Come and sing in St Laurence Church choruses from 

the Messiah. Directed by  Sue Bruce-Payne.  Rehearsal followed by 

tea in the Village Hall  before the performance.  Tickets £5 from Pru 

Bollam . Tel  812341 – look out for posters. 

  5
t
November: UPWEY SOCIETY BONFIRE PARTY – watch for 

posters! 

6  and 7 November: Felt Making Workshop – Old School Village 

Hall 

20 and 21 November: Upwey and Broadwey History Exhibition at 

Memorial Hall.   10 am - 4 pm .  Entrance FREE.  

 27 November: St Laurence  Church Christmas Bazaar 10.30 a.m – 2 

p.m. 

 18 December :UPWEY SOCIETY CHRISTMAS  PARTY  in Old 

School.  Tickets £12.50 limited to 2 per household. Contact Evelyn 

Price  on 812282  from 1
st
 November. 

 29
 
January:  Burns’ Night Supper in Old School Village \Hall. At 

7.30 pm. In aid of St. Laurence Fabric Fund.  More details later. 

10 February:  Old School Village Hall: Travels on the Silk Road  in 

Uzbekistan with Ken and Jenny Gale – more details later. 

ITEMS FOR NEXT NEWSLETTER 

The (Editor would be delighted to receive articles/items of general 

interest no later than 31st  January.  Articles either worked up or 

simply draft notes welcome.  E mail  jocelynodriscoll@hotmail.com 

or tel 079099 31944.   The many  interesting contributions this time 

have been much appreciated - ..thank you all  for your support! 

mailto:jocelynodriscoll@hotmail.com
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UPWEY AND BROADWEY HISTORY  EXHIBITION 

 Upwey and Broadwey history will again be on show at an exhibition on 

Saturday 20 and Sunday 21
 
November  from 10am to 4 p.m at the 

Memorial Hall in Victoria Avenue. 

The  two villages have seen many changes over the years from being  

two quite separate villages with their own shops ,businesses and 

communities to the largely urban area of today.  This weekend sets out to 

remind visitors of the days when the villages were almost self sufficient, 

with bakers, grocery stores, social groups and sports teams. 

Previous history events have been enthusiastically  received and the 

generosity of so many people in sharing their photos, memories and 

information have made this a joy for the organisers to put together. 

This year, there will be something for everyone:  admission is FREE  and 

refreshments will be available.   

Sue Virgin 

VILLAGE HALL NEWS 

The Village Hall has had a busy  summer.  The annual Craft Show  was 

followed by an exhibition of  Kate Wyatt‟s animal pictures together with 

Gemma Wootten‟s   garden sculptures. You may have seen some of  

these in the lovely setting of Jackie and David Johnson‟s garden during 

Open Gardens.  Justin Cooke then followed with his exhibition which 

was  followed by Maggie Cooke.  Next came Mark Vyvyan Penney with 

his wood sculptures and  our final session was participation in Artwey 

Open Studios. 

Regular Classes start again at the end of September including yoga, 

pottery, art and sculpture, wood turning and  Morris dancing together 

with monthly  embroidery. 
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Please  note  ( if you receive this Newsletter in time – we are doing all 

we can!)  that Artwey Open Studios are  open until 26
th 

September 

Pam Dickinson 

REGULAR ACTIVITIES IN THE OLD SCHOOL VILLAGE 

HALL 

Contact Fil Cooke to hire the Hall (812665) 

Recorder Group:  Monday evenings (Sue Pykett 812502) 

Pottery Evening Classes:  Mondays & Tuesdays (Bill Crumbleholme 

812030) 

Painting:  Tuesday mornings (Maggie Cooke 812665) 

Woodcarving:  Tuesday evening fortnightly (Robbie Way 813538) 

Embroiderers:  Wednesdays, monthly (Julia Wykes 833517 )   

Morris Dancers:  Wednesday evenings (Rosemary Massey 782966) 

Yoga:  Thursday mornings (Barbara Cohen 786821) 

Astronomy Group:  Friday evenings monthly ( Sheri Barrington 

0797 0644637) 

KEEP US IN THE LOOP! 

It is always helpful to have some idea of when you are planning an event 

in the village so  we invite you to send dates and brief details of anything 

of public interest  just as soon as you can, to Evelyn Price on 812282,or 

Jos O‟Driscoll on 079099 31944. 
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INGLESIDE CELEBRATES 25
TH

 ANNIVERSARY 

Ingleside Residential Care Home recently celebrated its 25
th

 Anniversary, 

marking the occasion with a Cream Tea,  together with  musical 

entertainment.  Invited guests included the Residents and their families, 

together with Deputy Mayor of Weymouth and Portland, Graham Winter 

and his wife, Mary Jordan-Winter, Deputy Mayoress 

UPWEY VILLAGE HALL 100 PLUS CLUB Di Pattison 

I am delighted to confirm that good membership response continues but 

MORE NUMBERS ARE AVAILABLE FOR THE MONTHLY  

DRAW!.Just £1 per month provides  you  with  a number which is 

entered in the draw.   For more information, e mail  Di Pattinson  at 

cackle.berry@virgin.net or telephone 813539.     First Prize:  £30  Second 

Prize: £15 Third Prize¨£5 

 

 

 

 

 

Vv 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:cackle.berry@virgin.net
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THE UPWEY SOCIETY COMMITTEE 
 
Chairman      Evelyn Price        812282       eveprice.upwey@yahoo .com 
Secretary      John Ramsden    816002 
Treasurer      Dave Mountjoy  812897 
Membership       Carol White        814866 
Gee Sutton          815299                Ken Gale               812520  
Mike Goodman  815935                 Helen Goodman  815935 
John Huggins      813243                Jackie Johnson     813921 
Sue Mountjoy    812897       Gwen Nayler        812242 
Anne Prendergast    812698 
John Burgess      815989 
 

Please don‟t hesitate to contact any of us with your queries, suggestions 

or, perish the thought, complaints. 

 

I/We would like to join the Upwey Society 

Name  

Address 

 

 

Tel No:  

email:  

I/We enclose the annual Subscription Fee of £2 per household for 

the coming year/ £6 for the next 3 years. (please delete as 

appropriate) 

 


